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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 12 DECEMBER 2006 IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE BRYMBO.

Present      -      Cllr D Griffiths (Chairman)

Brymbo Ward Councillors –  N Davies, D Greenaway, K Monti, D Moran, M Shone, A Stapley, B Stapley. Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – S Tilston, P Thomas, H Williams. Vron Ward Councillors – A Birch.  County Borough Councillor – N Price. Police – Pc Mark Evans.
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr G Jones, and Pc Steve Owen.
The minutes of the meeting held on 9 November 2006 were confirmed as a true record, and signed by the Chairman.  The Chairman invited all members to join him in an Xmas buffet at the conclusion of the meeting, and Cllr Moran was thanked for all the work she had done in preparing an excellent table.  

1. POLICING 
Pc Mark Evans, Community Beat Manager for Coedpoeth, attended the meeting on behalf of Pc Steve Owen who was unable to attend due to a family bereavement.  A condolence message is to be sent by the Clerk.  Pc Evans gave a crime report for the period since the November meeting.  
Brymbo – 15 reported crimes, which included theft, criminal damage, aggravated burglary, a suspect having been identified, and the taking of a vehicle.  Bwlchgwyn – 6 reported crimes, which included theft, criminal damage, and a threat to kill with an arrest having been made.  Vron – 8 reported crimes, which included criminal damage, one assault with an arrest having been made, and the taking of a vehicle with an arrest having been made.  The damage, due to vandalism, to Tanyfron Community Centre has been reported, and the Police have visited Tanyfron Youth Club.  The painting of the outside of the Centre could be undertaken under the Community Payback Scheme.

Pc Evans said that an Arrive Alive initiative is to be operated in Glascoed Road.   Cllr B Stapley would like to bring to the attention of councillors that a Brymbo Youth was one of two young men who had helped a partially sighted pensioner, who had suffered shock after falling over in Wrexham town centre.  A witness has written to both Brymbo & Caia Park Community Councils praising the actions of the two youths.  The Clerk has received  a  copy of the presentation given by  the North Wales Police Authority to representatives of Town & Community Councils regarding Police Funding.  The North Wales Police Authority has also replied to the Clerks letter regarding Police shift patterns and it is referring the matter to the Area Inspector.  The Chairman thanked Pc Evans for attending the meeting.
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE  
The letter from WCBC stating options for the future of the property is to be put on the Agenda for the January meeting.  

3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Price reported that he had been told that some lights on Ruthin Road Bwlchgwyn belonging to the Council have been out recently.  The Councils contractors have been informed.  Cllr Price also said the WCBC will be clearing some grids on Ruthin Road that have not been taking away excess surface water. The Clerk said that he had written again to the Highways Operational Manager WCBC asking for progress on the renovation works needed to the pavement and railings alongside the A525 leading out of Bwlchgwyn in the direction of Coedpoeth.  He had enclosed copies of previous correspondence, and asked Cllr Price if he could help in progressing the matter.  Cllr Price said that he understood from a previous site meeting that the work would be completed over a 2 year period and said he would take the matter up with WCBC.  The Chairman thanked him for his report.
4. ROADS 
The Clerk read out a reply from WCBC to his letter expressing concerns about the obstruction caused by vehicles being parked at the top of Penygraig Hill.  WCBC will include this on the list for future consideration once the new Parking Strategy has been adopted.  Cllr Birch asked the Clerk to send a letter to WCBC to ask for re-surfacing work to the Brymbo Link Road and Park Road, which have both been excavated to accommodate sewerage work for the Steelworks Site Development.  Repairs to the surface of St Albans Road are also to be requested.  Cllr B Stapley said that young people being picked up by school buses have complained about the speed of traffic using Blast Road. A request is to be made again for improvements to the drainage system on the road because grids are not taking away surface water in inclement weather.  WCBC are to be asked to remove a  piece of concrete which is adhering to the road surface on Mount Hill, and Cllr Birch asked for a letter to be sent to WCBC to request contractors employed by them to tidy up the unadopted road between St Albans Road/College Hill following work undertaken to adjoining properties.  The Chairman said that a resident at the top of College Hill had cut trees and dumped the debris on the lay-by, and the Clerk is to inform WCBC. Cllr B Stapley said that he has met a representative from the Urban 2 office and has given her photographs of possible sites for the Brymbo Heritage signs, for which funding is being sought.
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS 
The Clerk is to write to the Transport Coordinator WCBC to request a reply to his letter concerning the route taken by school buses in Brymbo.  WCBC say they have not yet been able to obtain information about the damage done to the bus shelter in Coed-y-Felin Road, which has since been removed.  Cllr Shone said that council workers should have witnessed the incident because at that time some earth moving equipment was being unloaded from a low loader.  Cllr Thomas said that he is dissatisfied with the reply received from WCBC about the shelter removed from outside the OAP bungalows at Ffynnon Nephel Bwlchgwyn.  
6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS.
The Clerk had sent councillors a copy of a letter from the Chief Environment Officer WCBC.  This states that the Authority need to rationalise their play area network in order to reduce the number of play areas that they equip.  The letter says that they would like to apply for landfill tax funding of up to a maximum of £25,000 for re-equipping a play area in Brymbo.. Because the Cheshire View and Mountain View play areas are in close proximity the intention is to renovate one only, and the letter asked the Council to conduct an appropriate consultation action, and then advise them which play area is to be re-quipped and which one is to be closed.  WCBC have also stated that to be successful the bid would need to be supported by an offer of around £4,000 of support funding from the Council.  WCBC are also proposing to carry out community consultation through the local school regarding the preferred play area and the type of play equipment children would like.  Community councillors have undertaken some consultation with local children and parents.
RESOLVED – It was proposed by Cllr Monti, seconded by Cllr B Stapley, and agreed, that a letter is to be sent to WCBC stating that the Councils preferred option is that a funding bid should be made for the re-equipment of the Cheshire View play area, and that if closure is necessary Mountain View should be closed.  The Council is also to offer support funding of up to £4,000.  
7. LAMPS
Cllr A Stapley said that he has reported lamps out in Dyke Street and Blast Road to NWP. Cllr Williams said that the owner of Brynyffynnon House still has not trimmed the vegetation shielding the lamp outside the property, and a letter is to be sent to the Amenity Warden WCBC.
8. FOOTPATHS
Cllr Tilston has sent the Clerk copies of e-mails that he had sent to the Rights of Way Officer WCBC, identifying problems relating to Bwlchgwyn Public Footpaths.  
9. WAR MEMORIALS
The Clerk reported that he had consulted the Councils solicitor about whose responsibility it is to provide disability access to the memorial at Bwlchgwyn.  Responsibility lies with owner of the site, and the Clerk said he cannot find any proof that the Council owns it. The last landscaping scheme to be carried out at the site was undertaken by Wrexham Maelor Borough Council in 1995, but WCBC now say they are not responsible for it.  The Clerk said that the solicitor has suggested that the Council negotiate with WCBC, and Cllr Tilston said that he and Cllr Price will discuss the matter with a view to suggesting a solution and report back at a future meeting.  Cllr Tilston said he has been prepared to give up some time from work to meet a WCBC officer on site, but this offer has not been taken up..
10. CHURCHYARDS.
The quotations for the maintenance of St Mary’s Church Yard are to be put on the Agenda for the next meeting.  Cllr A Stapley reported that some work has been done there under the Community Payback Scheme, but some moss had been left on graves.  
11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following planning applications were considered and approved –
P/2006/1342 – Clawdd Offa Brymbo Rd Brymbo – Removal of soil from existing spoil heap and re-grading of slope (in retrospect)

P/2006/1368 – Penybryn Fronheulog Hill Bwlchgwyn – Amendment to planning permission code no P/2006/0079 to provide sheltered flat and external detached garage.  

The Clerk gave Planning Sub Committee Chairmen copies of recent WCBC Planning Committee reports.  The Clerk gave Cllr B Stapley a copy of a letter received from CADW regarding the Mountain View section of Offas Dyke, and a copy of a letter from WCBC regarding the change of date for the Appeal Hearing for the site at Wayside Cottage Mount Zion.  Details of a recent planning proposal for the Mountain Bike Centre at Coed Llandegla have been given to Cllr Tilston.  Copies of recent WCBC planning decision have been received by the Clerk.  Copies of a Planning Aid Wales booklet are to be ordered for Planning Sub-Committees.
12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – December 2006                                                                                        

	1578
	Scottish Power -  Energy (Oct) 
	
	    566.54

	1579
	NWP Electrical Ltd -  Maintenance (Nov)
	  538.70
	

	
	                                 - Repairs 
	  357.20
	    895.90

	1580
	Hire of Brymbo CC (1 session Oct) 
	
	        8.47

	1581
	Mr T Crofts – Maint. Bwlchgwyn Mem. For Remembrance Day
	
	      60.00

	1582
	Encore Office Systems – Maint. of photo copier (Nov-Jan)
	                         
	      35.25

	1583
	Society of Local Council Clerks – Subscription 2007
	
	      95.00

	1584
	BT – Telephone Account
	
	    128.11

	1585
	A R Cardiff – Salary
	
	    405.22

	1586
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI
	
	    126.72

	1587
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages
	
	      14.08

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	RECEIPTS
	
	

	
	Key Fund – Grant for Brymbo On-line (Printing/Publicity)
	
	    340.00

	
	WCBC – Precept 2006/7 3rd instalment
	
	17000.00


13. DONATIONS
The Clerk gave councillors an update of the donations budget.  The following donations were agreed. 

 North Wales Deaf Association - £100.00 – proposed by Cllr Monti, seconded by Cllr B Stapley, and agreed.
Marie Curie Cancer Care - £100.00 – proposed by Cllr Birch, seconded by Cllr Monti, and agreed.

Shelter - £50.00 – proposed by Cllr Monti, seconded by Cllr Birch, and agreed.

National Eisteddfod - £50.00 – proposed by Cllr Birch, seconded Cllr Moran, and agreed.


14. FUNDING OF COMMUNITY CENTRES
The Clerk gave councillors a copy of a letter from the Chief Leisure Officer WCBC.  This asked the Council whether it was willing to agree to fund the required saving of £10,000 that would ensure the continued operation of Brymbo Community Centre for the current financial year. An answer is requested before 31 December 2006.  Cllr B Stapley said that this was not the impression given at the Special Community Council Forum held at the Guildhall on 28 November, but Cllr Shone said this decision had been made by the Executive Board in February last year.  However a delay for a decision on the Centre’s future was negotiated, and this was to be by the end of December 2006.   He pointed out that the cost of running the Centre, some of which the Management Committee has no control over, is not the only issue and usage also needs to be taken into consideration.  Cllr Shone said that he has spoken to another dept. of WCBC who might be interested in using the Centre and absorbing some of the costs.  On the other hand if a voluntary group took over the running, some costs, such as rates, could be significantly reduced. Cllr B Stapley said that the Management Committee have only been given 9 months to turn the situation around.  Cllr Monti said that he is of the opinion that before the Council can consider funding support of £10,000, which it has not been able to precept for, the opinions of Brymbo residents on the future or otherwise of Brymbo Community Centre should be sought at a Public Meeting.  It was agreed that a Public Meeting will be held in the Centre on Thursday 4 January 2007 at 7.15.p.m.  Cllr Davies said he will arrange for posters and flyers advertising the meeting to be printed, and Cllr Monti was asked to act as Chairman.   The Clerk is to inform WCBC of the Councils decision and say that a further letter will be sent after the Public Meeting has been held.
15. VACANCY IN THE OFFFICE OF COUNCILLOR FOR VRON WARD

A Notice of Vacancy is to be put up in the Vron Ward on 2 January 2007.

16. PRECEPT 2007/8

It was agreed that the Finance Sub-committee meeting will be held on Thursday 18 January 2007 at 7.00.pm, and a Special Meeting at which the Council will consider the recommendations of the Sub-committee will be held in Tuesday 23 January 2007.
17. BRYMBO ON LINE

Cllr Davies informed the Council that he has completed the monitoring for this quarter and applied for the last proportion of the grant.  The Clerk said that £340.00 has now been received from the Key Fund,  and the Council has agreed to match fund this to cover publicity and printing costs of  £500.00  for the Project.  Cllr Davies asked if a list of councillor contacts could be supplied for the Web Site, and this was agreed.  
18. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –

AVOW – Invite to AGM 15 December.  Newsletter Winter 2006. SLCC – Questionnaire &      Conference details. WCBC – Requesting help re local publications. National Assembly – Information booklet on Exhibition & Visitor Centre in Colwyn Bay. WCBC – Forward Work Programmes of its five Scrutiny Committees. Ramblers Assoc. – Walk Mag. Winter 2006 & Handbook and Accommodation Guide.  AGM 13 Jan.  Walks in North Wales (Winter – Summer 2007).  WCBC – Connect Winter issue.  Clwyd Community Health Council – Annual Report 2005/6.  One Voice  - October 06 Bulletin
The Chairman offered all members his best wishes for Xmas and the New Year.

The meeting closed at 9.45 pm.
The next meeting is on Tuesday 10 January 2007 in Brymbo Community Centre.

                                                                                                 SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………
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