BRYMBO

	CYNGOR CYMUNED

                  
	[image: image1.wmf] 


	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 13 DECEMBER 2007 IN THE ENTERPRISE CENTRE BRYMBO
Present      -      Cllr M Shone (Chairman)

Brymbo Ward Councillors – K Monti, D Moran, A Stapley.  Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors -.P Thomas, H Williams.  Vron Ward Councillors – A Birch, D Griffiths, S Wynne.   Police – Pcso Mike Jones, Pcso Laura Salisbury.   WCBC Geraint Smith (Streetscene Area Coordinator) 
Apologies for absence have been received from Cllrs N Davies, D Greenaway, G Jones, B Stapley, S Tilston.  The minutes of the meeting held on 8 November 2007 were confirmed as a true record, and signed by the Chairman.
1. POLICING 
Pcso Mike Jones said that Pc Tim Hughes and Pcso Gemma Hellyn apologise for not attending the meeting, but both had a pre arranged function.  Pcso Jones read out a crime report that had been prepared by Pc Hughes. Brymbo – For October there had been 21 reported incidents, the most significant of which had been reports of suspicious circumstances, assault, and off road related offences.  There had been 6 reported incidents of anti-social behaviour.  In November there had been 19 reported incidents, the most significant of which were reports of suspicious circumstances, and malicious comms.  There had been 4 reports of anti social behaviour. A police surgery will take place in Brymbo Library on Tuesday 18 December between 4.pm. and 6 pm.  Bwlchgwyn – There were 5 reported incidents in November, which included assault, criminal damage, and theft.  Vron – For October there was 1 reported incident of theft from a vehicle, and 6 reported incidents of anti social behaviour.  In November no crimes had been reported but there were 6 incidents of anti social behaviour.  Pc Hughes reported that Wrexham North is piloting Empowerment Pedals, a project designed to reduce crime and anti social behaviour and increase engagement between local communities, the police, and the fire service, in order to promote a healthy life style and reward good behaviour.  It involves taking groups of youths mounting biking, and agencies involved in the project are the Sports Council for Wales, NWP, WCBC Sports Development Unit, and North Wales Fire and Rescue Service.  PC Hughes is keen to include youths from Brymbo and Tanyfron in the project, and hopes that with the incentive of a reward they will do something of benefit for the Community.  He is keen to seek councillors opinions on this project.  He also reports that there is an ongoing operation at present using an unmarked crime car to combat theft of and from vehicles, and to gather intelligence regarding drug use and dealing.  He would like the public to cooperate by passing on any information that they may have.  He wishes all councillors a happy Christmas.  Cllr Griffiths reported that a resident of Tanyfron had complained about graffiti on the bus shelter in Park Road, and that youths had been gathering there in numbers.  Pcso Jones said that the police had visited it on a number of occasions but the youths had mainly been playing football and there were no signs of any alcohol abuse.  Cllr Monti said that, in his capacity as Chairman of the Sports Assoc of Brymbo, he had given the police permission to arrange a football match between them and local youths at Bronwens Green, which he thought would help to build community spirit.  He was very disappointed that this had disintegrated into an acrimonious meeting, and Pcso Jones who refereed the game said he had terminated it after 60 minutes.  Cllr Williams said she was annoyed that no youths from Brymbo had been involved in the match, and thought the idea was to involve younger people than the 17-18 year olds who had taken part.  Pcso Jones agreed that youths from outside the area had been involved, and said problems had been caused by those who had issues with the police.  He apologised to the Council and said care will be taken to prevent any future re-occurrence.  Cllr A Stapley said he was disappointed that he and Cllr Moran had met for a proposed walk-about through Brymbo with the police, but no officer had attended.  Pcso Jones apologised for this, and the meeting is to be re-arranged for some time in January.  The Chairman thanked the officers for attending the meeting.  
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE                    No further information.


3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Shone said he wished to apologise to the Council for the December meeting being re-scheduled from Tuesday to Thursday, but he had a Tuesday meeting at the Guildhall that he needed to attend.  He is not in a position as yet to divulge any details of this meeting, but will be at a later date.  He asked if councillors wished to ask any questions on county borough council matters.  Cllr Moran said that a council house in Argoed has been empty for 2 years, and wondered why when some people are desperate for a house this situation has existed.  She said she would like to know how much money in rent Wrexham Council has lost in this period.  Cllr Shone is to make enquiries.  Cllr Griffiths reported that a section of lights owned by WCBC, near to the new roundabout on the  Brymbo Link Road are out.  The Clerk reported that he had sent Cllr Birch a copy of a report by the Chief Planning Officer to the WCBC Planning Committee, in which he recommends that an application for a MUGA on amenity land off Meadow View Tanyfron should be granted.  Cllr Birch said that he is pleased that a decision will be made by WCBC but thought they could have waited until after a Public Meeting was held in the village. 
4. ROADS
Geraint Smith informed the Council that he had obtained a quotation for improved lighting under Ocknells Bridge.  This is £1500.00, and the Clerk was asked to see if he could get another 2 quotations for comparison.  The Clerk read out a letter from WCBC that stated that proposals are currently being pursued to impose a 40 mph speed limit on the Brymbo Link Road, from the point adjacent to the northerly boundary of the Sports Ground to the area of the new development.  South of this point, for reasons explained, the road does not meet the criteria for this type of speed limit.  Geraint Smith said that the imposing of a 30 mph. speed limit at Mount Zion is in hand and Cllr Shone asked whether Blast Road could be included in this provision.  He also asked Geraint Smith if he could remind WCBC of their agreement to provide another red patch marking on the new crossing at Coed y Felin Road.  Mr Smith was also asked to put pressure on the utility company to improve the surface of Park Road, which has been repaired to a poor standard.  Geraint Smith explained the reasons for the work done to the dropped pavements at the junction of Meadow View to facilitate disabled access.  Cllr Birch said that it was a pity that residents had not received prior information on why the work was being done.  Mr Smith reported that drains had been cleared in Cheshire View to remedy flooding, and a manhole in Blast Road,  that was filled with plastic balls, had also been cleared.  Cllr Williams reported that a lorry had run over the grass in Brynyffynnon causing ruts.  The Clerk said a resident had made a request for a salt bin in Min y Graig, and Geraint Smith said that one originally put nearby in Ffordd Owain had been vandalised.  He said that he will have one put on the corner of Ffordd Owain/Min y Graig, and will fill 2 bins with salt in Cae Isaf which are currently empty.  
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS

The Clerk read out a letter from WCBC.  This informed the Council that WCBC do not insure bus shelters and can only pursue a claim when information is available about a third party causing damage.  They have not been able to find out any information regarding the damage to shelters they removed from Ruthin Road and by the Plantation.  However, the shelter on Ruthin Road by Ffynnon Nephel is to be replaced early next year as the route is to be reclassified as a strategic route.  The Council has been asked if there are any suggestions for any improvements to the infrastructure on its side of this route.  Cllr Thomas asked for a request to be made for 2 new shelters either side of Ruthin Road on the Ruthin side of a hairpin bend where school children wait to be picked up.  The Transport Coordinator states that he is not prepared to recommend a replacement shelter for the Plantation, and in view of this the Clerk is to arrange a site meeting with WCBC to see whether this decision can be reversed.  The Clerk is to remind WCBC that they have agreed to provide road markings to prevent motorists parking in the bus pull-in at Park Road.
6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS.
Bronwens Green  

A discussion was held on the terms of the Lease to be offered to the Sports Association of Brymbo and the Clerk is to advise the Council’s solicitor.  The Clerk reported that just before he had left for this evenings meeting he had received an e-mail from Earthworks Services for the additional work done to date at the site.  In view of the fact that the cost needs to be compared with the original estimate, it was agreed that an amount on account should be paid this month.  

Brymbo Pool   The Clerk said that he had received a telephone call from Cllr B Stapley informing him that the WCBC Community Development Team have assisted Brymbo Angling Club in securing a grant of £8,000 for facilities for disabled anglers.
Car park adjacent to the School Field at Coed y Felin Road
The Clerk reported that he received a further telephone call from the owner of Coed y Felin Farm asking if the Council is prepared to give him first refusal of the small section of land on the car park owned by the Council, that he is using as an access, if the Council ever sold the land.  The Clerk said he had consulted the Council’s solicitor who had advised against any written undertaking of this nature.  It was agreed that this advice must be taken and the Clerk is to inform Mr Jones, the owner. .
7. LAMPS
Cllr A Stapley reported that NWP have given him copies of fault reports that they have sent to Scottish Power regarding lamps that have been out for some time.  It was agreed that the Clerk should ask for a site meeting early next year with NWP and Scottish Power, in order to discuss how supply problems to lamps can be overcome more quickly.   The Clerk is to write to the developer of the site at Roseway, Tanyfron to ask why a lamp owned by the Council has been disconnected.  NWP are unable to attend to the lamp because it has been fenced off.  A quotation is to be sought for an additional light on the steps which lead from College Hill to the Brymbo Link Road.
8. FOOTPATHS
The Clerk gave Footpath Reps. a copy of a letter from WCBC, thanking them for their input and  comments on the development of the Wrexham Right of Way Improvement Plan which has recently been published following its approval by the Executive Board.  A disc of the plan or copy can be obtained by e-mail.  Geraint Smith informed the Council that the Red Path is to be resurfaced and the offending vegetation roots dealt with.  
9. WAR MEMORIALS     No further information.
10. CHURCHYARDS.
A letter has been received from St Mary’s Church PCC asking whether the Council is prepared to provide financial assistance towards the grass cutting at the cemetery for 2008..  It was agreed that the Council will, athough the actual amount will need to be decided when the Council sets its budget.
11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following planning applications were considered – 
P/2007/1307 – Gwern Y Gaseg Farm Minera Road Bwlchgwyn – Erection of double garage.  Approved.
P/2007/1310 – Bryntirion Ruthin Road Bwslchgwyn – Loft extension and alterations.  Approved.
P/2007/1359 – Land at Church View St Albans Road Tanyfron – Amendment to cond. No.3 imposed under planning permission (P/2006/0796) showing revised elevations.  Approved.

P/2007/1409 – Land at the junction of College Hill/Tanyfron Road – Outline application for erection of dwelling and alteration to existing vehicular and pedestrian access.  This has only just been received and will be considered by the Vron Ward Sub-committee.

Copies of recent WCBC planning decisions have been received by the Clerk.  The Clerk had sent Planning Sub-committee Chairmen a copy of a schedule and maps of sites within existing settlements in the Community that have been suggested to WCBC as potential development sites by landowners/agents, and consultants, as having potential for housing.  Karen Sinclair AM has written to the Council stating that she is concerned by aspects of the way WCBC is conducting the exercise of identifying these sites, and has asked for some feedback.  The Clerk is to send copies of the correspondence from WCBC and the AM to all councillors.  The Clerk sent Cllr Birch a copy of a letter from two residents of Tanyfron who have already sent to WCBC an objection to one of these sites in Tanyfron being identified, and Cllr Monti said that a petition has been signed by residents objecting to one of the sites in Brymbo.  A letter received from WCBC informed the Council that there are no planning concerns about the work currently being carried out to the outbuildings at Hurricane House Brymbo.  WCBC have also informed the Council that informal discussions have been started with the owner of Engedi Chapel in Brymbo, with a view to developing the site and the submission of a planning application.  Cllr Williams asked the Clerk to report to WCBC that a large stone has been removed from the wall outside the Chapel, and there is a potential danger to pedestrians.  The Clerk has sent Cllr B Stapley and Cllr Birch copies of some recent reports by the Chief Planning Officer to the WCBC Planning Committee.   
12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – December 2007                                                          

	1695
	Scottish Power -  Energy (Oct)
	
	    567.69

	1696
	NWP Power Systems  - Maintenance (Nov)
	  538.70
	

	
	                                    - Repairs 
	  313.38
	    852.08

	1697
	WCBC – Funding for Community Centres 2007/8 - Tanyfron 
	1185.00
	

	
	                                                                                 -  Lodge
	    40.00
	  1225.00

	1698
	P W Hale – Bar for Chain of Office
	
	        9.50

	1699 
	A R Cardiff – Salary (inc. back pay June-Nov) 
	
	    475.65

	1700
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI
	
	    159.59

	1701
	Nibbs Office Suppliers  - Stationery 
	
	      55.77

	1702
	Brymbo & Tanyfron Regen. Trust – Hire of room
	
	      20.00

	1703
	BT – Telephone account
	
	    145.61

	1704
	Encore Office Systems – Maint. of photo copier (Nov-Jan)
	
	      35.25

	1705
	Society of Local Council Clerks – Membership Sub.2008
	
	    102.00

	1706
	A R Cardiff –Refund of postages
	
	      18.06

	1707
	Mrs E M Charlton – Back pay (April & May)
	
	      25.78

	1708
	Earthworks Services – On a/c for work at Bronwens Green
	
	15000.00

	
	RECEIPTS
	
	

	
	WCBC  - Precept 2007/8 – 3rd instalment
	
	17693.00


The power for the payment to Earthworks Services is given by the Local Govt Acts 1972 and 1976, Public Health Acts 1875 and 1890, and Open Spaces Act 1906.

13. DONATIONS
After reviewing the Donations Budget the Council decided to grant the following donations – 
Home Start - £50.00.  Proposed by Cllr Birch, seconded by Cllr Williams, and agreed.

Cruse Bereavement Care - £50.00.  Proposed by Cllr Moran, seconded by Cllr Williams, and agreed.  

It was decided not to grant a donation to Dangerpoint.  Donations were not given to Hope House, Victim Support, and the Memorial Arch Campaign, as no accounts had been received.  Letters of thanks for donations given have been received from St Mary’s Church PCC, and Brymbo WI.
14. URBAN 2 CONSULTATION PROJECT 
The WCBC Community Development Co-ordinator and Community Project Officer will attend the February Council meeting to discuss the Urban 2 Childrens and Young People Report, that was undertaken in 2005.  Cllr Williams said that she had recently attended an informal meeting in Brynteg which had focussed on matters concerning young people.
15. PROPOSED BENCH SEAT FOR BWLCHGWYN
Geraint Smith said that he had been given a quotation of £465 for a vandal proof seat.  Cllr Thomas suggested that further progress on the matter should be left to the next meeting when Cllr Tilston is present.  Cllr Tilston has been liaising with the Bwlchgwyn Residents Association.
16. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –

WCBC – Councils Precept for 2008/9 required by 31 January 2008.  WCBC – Support funding requirements for Community Centres for 2008/9.  WCBC - Wrexham Town & Community Council Forum Meeting re-arranged for Tuesday 18 December 2007 has been cancelled.. WCBC – Forward Work Programmes from November 2007. WCBC – Drink Driver campaign material.  WCBC – Connect Winter 07 issue.  One Voice Wales –  Salary Award for Local Council Clerks 2007/8.  Bulletin (Nov 2007) & Update on 2006 AGM Resolutions., Various other papers.  Wrexham Area Civic Society – Membership details. SLCC – Minutes of the December 2007 meeting. Ajudication Panel for Wales – Annual Report 2006/7. AVOW – Date of Christmas Reception 14 December.  News letter Winter 2007.  Ramblers Association North Wales Area – AGM date 12 January 2008.  Annual Report & Newsletter.  Welsh Rambler issue No 67.  Walk Mag. Winter 2007.  North Wales Play Association – AGM held 11 December.  Hope House Childrens Hospices – Christmas 2007 pamphlet.  
The Chairman gave his best wishes for Xmas and the New Year, and invited all present to join him for a Xmas buffet at the conclusion of the meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.55 pm.
                                                                                                 SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………
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