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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 9 JANUARY 2007 IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE BRYMBO
Present      -      Cllr D Griffiths  (Chairman)

Brymbo Ward Councillors – N Davies, D Greenaway, G Jones, K Monti, D Moran, M Shone, A Stapley, B Stapley. Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – P Thomas, H Williams .Vron Ward Councillors – A Birch.           
County Borough Councillor – N Price. Police – Pc Steve Owen., Pc Mark Evans.
The minutes of the meeting held on 12 December 2006 were confirmed as a true record, and signed by the Chairman.
1. POLICING 
Pc Owen wished all members a Happy New Year and thanked the Council for the condolence card.  He gave a crime report for the period since the December meeting. 
Brymbo – 9 reported crimes which included criminal damage, theft of vehicles, assault, and a domestic incident.  One vehicle has been recovered.  Pc Owen said that inquires are still ongoing regarding a burglary in Argoed before Christmas.  Bwlchgwyn – 1 reported crime, which involved a shed burglary.  Vron – 6 reported crimes ,4 of which involved criminal damage to Tanyfron Community Centre, an internet fraud, and a domestic incident.  Pc Owen said he had a meeting yesterday with the Chief Leisure Officer to discuss the damage that had been caused to Tanyfron Community Centre on Youth Club nights.  Cllr Birch said that a woman running the village store had been terrorised by a gang of youths on club nights, and has now shut the store in the evenings for the protection of staff.  He said it was not local children causing the trouble but youths coming from outside the Community, some of whom having been banned from their own clubs.  Cllr Birch said that recently on Youth Club nights the front door has been closed and access only obtained from the rear of the building. A concrete garage at the rear of the premises has been completely destroyed by the youths and is in a dangerous state.  Pc Owen said that positive action can be taken if youths attending the club are prepared to make statements so that the culprits can be identified.  He pointed to a lack of communication between the Youth Service and WCBC Community Centre Managers, and hoped that a meeting arranged for next week will help to solve the problem,  Cllr Shone said that  youth leaders must provide enough interesting activities to encourage youths not to leave the building on club nights.  He called for more police patrols on Youth Club nights, and said that cars in the Tanyfron Centre car park had on a recent occasion been vandalised.  Pc Owen suggested that somebody from the Youth Service should be invited to attend a Council meeting as soon as possible.  He confirmed that the Probation Service will be doing some decorating work to outside of the Community Centre under the Community Payback Scheme, but this has been held up because of the recent inclement weather. The Chairman thanked Pc Owen for his report.  The Clerk read out a letter from Inspector Clark of Wrexham North, which informed the Council that the new police duty rota has been introduced to maximise efficiency within the division.  He said that all beat managers have been instructed to attend all community council meetings, the only exceptions being when they are on leave etc., when he would expect them to ask a colleague to attend on their behalf.  He has sent a copy of the letter to Pc Owen.  He said he was glad to report that 3 PCSO’s have just started duty within his area and a further 2 are expected to do so in January, but as yet none of these officers have been posted to the Brymbo area.  
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE                    
The Clerk had given councillors a further copy of a letter from WCBC,  that outlines the suggested possible options open to the Council and WCBC in respect of future use of the building.  Cllr Monti said he wished to propose that option 4 is accepted, which involves the Council paying circa £41,000 to WCBC for their remaining interest in the property.  This proposal was not seconded.  Cllr Shone said that the building had been adapted for special purpose use for the former tenant, and will not be as marketable in its current state.  He said that if the Council takes over the premises there would  be the cost of insuring and securing the building, which until another tenant is found would be a significant financial burden to the Council.  Cllr Birch said that if option 1 was accepted, the building would be returned to the Council in 2010, which is now only 3 years away..
RESOLVED – It was proposed by Cllr B Stapley, seconded by Cllr Birch, and agreed by all but one member, that the Clerk is to write to WCBC to inform them that option 1 in their letter is that preferred by the Council.  This will involve WCBC retaining the property until the current lease expires in 2010, and endeavour to lease it on a short term basis in the meantime.  At the end of this period the building would be handed back to the Council.
3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Price reported that he has recently met with an officer from WCBC to try to expedite the work needed to the pavement and railings bordering the A525, on the section coming out of Bwlchgwyn towards Coedpoeth.  He said that work on the pavement started yesterday, and although he was told that the railings are not regarded as a safety barrier he reminded the officer that there have been three accidents there, the most recent being just before Xmas.  He said one problem has been that two departments, namely Highways and Environment, which are to be combined in the near future, have both been involved in making decisions.  Cllr Shone reported that over the next few weeks landscaping and fencing work will take place around the new Enterprise Centre at Blast Road, and this will cause some temporary disruption to traffic.  Members of the Steelworks Site Liaison Committee were taken around the building before Xmas, and Cllr Shone said that it is likely it will become operational before the official opening, as the first business leases are being drawn up.  Various organisations in the Community are to be invited to tour the building, and advertisements are to be put out for an admin manager and caretaker.  Potential users of the building are being sought, with the emphasis on entrepreneurial, educational, training, and skills use as a priority.  Other uses such as child care and a health suite will be made of the building.  .  .   
4. ROADS 
Cllr Birch said that the surface of the Brymbo Link Road has been left in a very poor state following the excavation work to install sewage pipes for the development on the former Steelworks site.  The Clerk is to write to WCBC to request a site meeting.  The Clerk read out a letter signed by residents of High Street asking if the Council will write to WCBC to request them to inspect the condition of trees at the Plantation.  Recent high winds have broken off branches, and they are worried that further storms will cause a danger to road users and property.  Because the Plantation is land owned by Brymbo Developments Ltd, the Clerk is to write to the Company.  Cllr Birch asked Cllr B Stapley if one of the proposed heritage signs, that funding is being sought for, could be located in Tanyfron.  The Chairman reported that a person who had fallen on a section of pavement on Tanyfron Road is taking legal action against WCBC for injuries incurred. Cllr Shone reported that the fly tipping of vegetation on land alongside the Brymbo Link Road, reported at the December meeting, was discussed at the last Steelworks Site Liaison Committee.  It is thought that the land is owned by BDL Ltd and the Clerk is to write to them to ask whether they would be prepared to assist in clearing it.  
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS      No further information.

6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS.
The Clerk reported that at the December meeting the Council had made a decision to ask WCBC to apply for landfill tax funding for re-equipping the play area at Cheshire View.  Since that meeting the Clerk had received a telephone call from WCBC and had been informed that, after consulting the children of St Mary’s School, it had been evident that if only one play area can be re-equipped they preferred that to be Mountain View.  Because the funding application had to be submitted before the end of December 2006, the Clerk had consulted Brymbo councillors and it was agreed that a letter should be sent to WCBC to inform them that the Council is prepared to support the re-equipment of the play area at Mountain View.  Cllr Shone reported that the WCBC DLO are to install a removable bollard to prevent vehicles from using the track at the side of the new play area at Railway Road.  Cllr Shone said that he has asked WCBC to refurbish the dilapidated kick-about area at Blast Road as part of their Capital Programme.  Cllr Birch complained about the lack of play area facilities for the youths of Tanyfron, particularly in view of the fact that WCBC have sold the field north of Bryn Gwenfro for a housing development.  
7. LAMPS
Cllr Griffiths is to report that lamps no 248 and 284 in Tanyfron are currently off, and Cllr A Stapley said that a new pole and light have been installed on Vicarage Road.  
8. FOOTPATHS                  No further information.
9. WAR MEMORIALS      No further information.

10. CHURCHYARDS.
Cllr A Stapley said that he has spoken to the Vicar of Brymbo who had said that if a section of land at the bottom of the St Mary’s Churchyard, on which rubbish is currently being dumped, could be cleared there could be enough room to accommodate burials for a further 2 – 3 years.  Cllr Stapley said that he is meeting an officer from the Probation Service next Saturday, who if a lorry can be made available may be interested in clearing the site.  A further quotation for eight grass cuts per year at St Mary’s Church Yard has been received by the Council, and Cllr Stapley is to find out how much extra it would cost to include grass collection.  
11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following planning application was considered and approved -
P/2006/1446 – 1 Heol Offa Tanyfron – Replacement/repair of existing storage area (in retrospect)

Cllr Price reported that a Planning Committee decision on a application for Bwlchgwyn (P/2006/1368) has been deferred because a decision needs to be made on a new driveway in order to accommodate mature trees.  Cllr B Stapley and Cllr H Williams will be attending a WCBC LDP Workshop as part of the process of WCBC reviewing its Local Development Plan.  The Clerk gave Cllr Williams a copy of a recent report by the Chief Planning Officer to the WCBC Planning Committee.  The Clerk has received copies of recent WCBC planning decisions.  BDL Ltd have sent a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the Steelworks Site Liaison Committee held on 13 September 2006, which was an Agenda item for the meeting on 13 December 2006.  Cllr Shone said that some tree clearance is taking place on a site at Queens Road ( P/2006/1180), and he said he will investigate the situation as he believed that the planning application had been re-submitted. Cllr B Stapley asked the Clerk to send a further letter to CADW to ask what action is being taken by them regarding the possible encroachment onto Offas Dyke at Wayside Cottage Mount Zion.
12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – January 2007                                                                              

	1588
	Scottish Power – Energy (Nov)
	
	    566.54

	1589
	NWP Electrical Ltd – Maintenance (Dec)
	
	    538.70

	1590
	Prontaprint – Printing/Publicity (Brymbo Online)
	
	    500.00

	1591
	Nibbs Office Suppliers – Stationery/ink cartridges etc.
	
	    136.63

	1592
	A R Cardiff – Salary 
	
	    405.22

	1593
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI 
	
	    126.72

	1594
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages                                                                                                       
	
	      14.33

	1595
	North Wales Deaf Association – Donation
	
	    100.00

	1596
	Marie Curie – Cancer Care – Donation
	
	    100.00

	1597
	Shelter – Donation
	
	      50.00

	1598
	National Eisteddfod – Donation
	
	      50.00

	1599
	Planning Aid Wales  - 3 copies of Public Guide to land use
	
	      18.00


13. DONATIONS
A letter of thanks has been received from the National Eisteddfod for the donation granted by the Council.
14. FUNDING OF COMMUNITY CENTRES
Cllr Monti, who Chaired the Public Meeting in Brymbo Community Centre on 4 January, gave the Council a report on the meeting.  He said that every attempt had been made to give residents notice of the meeting by a door to door leaflet drop.  Approx 40 people attended the meeting, and after a significant amount of discussion, the meeting was asked whether residents are in favour of Brymbo Community Council providing support funding towards the running costs for Brymbo Community Centre of £10,000 for 2006/7 and £10,000 for 2007/8, as requested by WCBC.  It was explained to the meeting that the Council have already support funded during the current year to the extent of approx £1,600 for redecoration, curtains, hire of rooms etc.  Cllr Shone also explained the process that the WCBC Executive Board had followed in looking at the financial viability of community centres, and said it will be making a final decision on the fate of the Centre at a meeting on 16 January.  The Public Meeting was also asked whether residents would favour some alternative use of the building if a decision was made to close it as a community centre.  A vote was taken by the Chairman and all but two residents voted against the Council providing the support funding to WCBC, and for investigating whether an alternative use, for instance by Youth Services, for the building is a possibility..
RESOLVED – It was proposed by Cllr Monti, seconded by Cllr A Stapley, and agreed, that in view of the outcome of the Public Meeting the Clerk is to write to WCBC  to inform them that the Council is not prepared to provide the support funding requested for Brymbo Community Centre, and to inform them that residents favoured an alternative use of the building if a decision was made to close it as a community centre.   
Cllr Greenaway and Cllr Moran said that they were not happy with some of the opinions expressed at the Public Meeting.
The Council discussed the request from WCBC to provide support funding towards running costs, which has been revised from the original amounts requested, for 2007/8 of Bwlchgwyn Community Centre at £1,175, Lodge Community Centre at £40, and Tanyfron Community Centre at £1,185.  Cllr Thomas said that bookings for the Centre at Bwlchgwyn have been increasing steadily.  A vote was taken on the following resolution, with 6 for, 3 against, and 2 abstentions 
RESOLVED – It was proposed by Cllr Birch, seconded by Cllr Shone, and agreed, that the Clerk is to write to WCBC to inform them that the Council will provide the support funding requested for Tanyfron and Lodge Community Centres for 2007/8, and will consider a funding contribution for Bwlchgwyn Community Centre for 2008/9. 
15. VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF COUNCILLOR FOR VRON WARD
The Clerk informed councillors that if an election is not requested by electors of the Vron Ward the Electoral Officer WCBC will write to the Council stating that the Council will need to co-opt to fill the vacancy.  
16. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –

      Community Learning in Partnership – Training programme. Wrexham Branch of Alzheimers
      Society – Annual Open Meeting 13 March 2007 and Newsletter No 19.  Play for Wales – Winter
      2006 issue.  Welsh Rambler – Issue 65.  WCBC – Road Safety Drink Drive Campaign posters.

The meeting closed at 10.05 pm.
                                                                                                 SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON 23 JANUARY 2007 IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE BRYMBO

Present – Cllr Shone (Chairman) 

Brymbo Ward Councillors -   D Greenaway, A Stapley.  Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors -  S  Tilston. H Williams. 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. K Monti, D Moran, N Davies and D Griffiths.

PRECEPT 2007/8

The Clerk reported that he had given a financial analysis to the Precept Finance Sub-committee at a meeting on the 18 January.  This was considered by the sub-committee and the Clerk gave councillors a copy of this financial analysis which showed a breakdown for the General, Lighting, and Capital fund Accounts (see appendix).  He said that the Finance Sub-committee recommend a Precept of £53,079.00. for the coming financial year.
RESOLVED – It was proposed by Cllr A Stapley, seconded by Cllr Greenaway, and agreed unanimously, that a Precept of £53,079.00 is to be requested for the year 2007/8.  

The Clerk said that the requested Precept will mean a decrease in the Community Rate to local tax payers, and that the Council has been pleased to do this at a time when tax payers are facing another increase in the Council Tax levied by Wrexham County Borough Council.  

The meeting closed at 8.00.pm. 

Signed ...................................................................     Date.....................................................................
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