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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 8 JANUARY 2008 IN THE ENTERPRISE CENTRE BRYMBO.

Present      -      Cllr M Shone (Chairman)

Brymbo Ward Councillors – N Davies, D Greenaway, K Monti, D Moran, A Stapley. Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – P Thomas, H Williams. Vron Ward Councillors – D Griffiths, S Wynne.
County Borough Councillor – N Price.  WCBC – Geraint Smith (Streetscene Area Coordinator)
Police – Pc Tim Hughes, Pc Kim Jones, Pcso Gemma Hellyn.
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs G Jones, B Stapley, and A Birch.  The minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2007 were confirmed as a true record, and signed by the Chairman.
1. POLICING 
Pc Hughes gave a crime report for the month of December.   Brymbo – 11 reported incidents, the most significant of which involved theft and damage to property and vehicles.  There had been 3 reported incidents of anti social behaviour.  Bwlchgwyn - 3 reported incidents, involving assault and criminal damage to property.  There had been no reported incidents of anti social behaviour.  Vron -  8 reported incidents,  the most significant of which  were assault, burglary, and damage to property and vehicles.  There had been 5 reported incidents of anti social behaviour.  Pc Hughes said he had been rather disappointed about the content of the Wrexham Leader report on the football match held at Bronwens Green between the Police and invited youths.  He said that the match was not as acrimonious as described in the article, and that it had been requested by Youth Leader Fred Derbyshire, who had invited youths from some youth clubs because they had been unable to find any youths from Brymbo and Tanyfron who were of the age or willing to take part.  Cllr Williams said she could not understand why the match took place in Brymbo when no local youths were involved.  The Chairman said that it had been discussed by the Council because members of the public had brought it to the attention of councillors.  He said it was now time to draw a line under the matter, and suggested that a future football match could be arranged between the police and members of Brymbo/ Lodge Youth FC, and this would help in fostering good community relations.  PC Hughes apologised to Cllr A Stapley and Cllr Moran for the police failing to attend an arranged walk about of Brymbo village, that was also to be attended by members of the WCBC Streetscene Team.  He said that this was due to a breakdown in communications and promised that it will be re-arranged in the near future.  Pc Hughes reported that the police had met residents who had complained about youths congregating in the vicinity of the bus shelter at Park Road, which also has been the target for graffiti.  He said that any anti social behaviour had significantly reduced as a result of a more recent visible police presence.  Pc Hughes said that he is currently undertaking a Mountain Bike Leader Course which will help him with the Empowerment Pedals Project for youths of 14 +.  The Chairman said that the Council fully supports this, and suggested that it should be well advertised particularly with local youth clubs.  Cllr Davies said he will give it some publicity at the next meeting of Brymbo Youth Club.  Cllr A Stapley suggested that the initiative should also embrace road safety issues, as he is concerned about the number of youths in Brymbo that he has seen riding on the wrong side of the road.  The Clerk said that the next PACF meeting will be held on 17 January, but because Cllr Jones is still incapacitated because of illness the Council has as yet no representative.  The Clerk has also received a copy of the minutes of the meeting held on 15 November.  Councillors congratulated Pcso Hellyn on becoming pregnant, and she said that she is due to be put on light duties but there will be a replacement.  The Chairman said she will be missed in Brymbo by residents who have been impressed by the work she has done.  The Chairman thanked the officers for attending the meeting.
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE                    No further information.


3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Price wished all present a happy New Year, and said he had few items of significance to report.  He asked Geraint Smith for clarification, which was given, on where Nant Road ends and Strawberry Hill commences as some residents have complained about the positioning of a road name plate.  Cllr Shone asked Vron councillors whether he can now give his full support to the siting of a  MUGA at Meadowview, now that WCBC have given planning permission for this.  He said that a number of Public Meetings had been held to discuss the matter, and an alternative site at Cae Merfyn had far more disadvantages such as land height, proximity to property etc, and more objections against siting it there had been registered by local residents.  Vron councillors agreed that the Meadowview site is the best alternative, and Cllr Shone can inform WCBC that there is no need to pursue an alternative siting at Cae Merfyn.  Cllr Shone reminded the Council that the playground equipment at Cae Merfyn is due to be re-furbished.  
4. ROADS 
Geraint Smith said he will ask the Streetscene Area Engineer to act on the Clerks letter requesting dog litter bins for certain roads in Brymbo.  Cllr Thomas said he would like to add the area by the hairpin bend on Ruthin Road Bwlchgwyn to be included in this list, and Cllr Wynne asked for some to be located on Meadowview and College Hill.  Geraint Smith confirmed that he has reported the need for higher visibility red patching for the road crossing at Railway Road.  He said he will attend to the broken branch of a tree that has been reported in Brynyffynnon.  Cllr Wynne asked the Clerk to request WCBC to install a barrier at the top of the steps leading from College |Hill to the Brymbo Link Road.
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS 
The Clerk reported that he has not yet received a reply from WCBC to his request for a site meeting to discuss a replacement shelter for the damaged one removed from near the Plantation, Coed y Felin Road.  He has been told that the officer dealing with the matter has been on leave.
6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS.
Bronwens Green
Cllr Monti reported that the ducting laid to take the cable for the electricity supply to the new changing facility has been put in the wrong place, and will need to be re-routed.  He said that the Council’s contractor Earthwork Services should have discussed the positioning of this with Scottish Power, and he feels that the Council have been let down by both organisations.  The Clerk said that the Council had to pay in advance, last August, for the electricity connection and the work has still not been completed.  Cllr Monti said that some local youths have been riding motor bikes on the soccer pitch, and if this practice is not stopped the Sports Association will need to consider locking the gates   
Playgrounds
Geraint Smith said that WCBC have received a request for a seat for the Meadowview play area, and this will be supplied.
7. LAMPS

Cllr A Stapley gave the Clerk a copy of a fault report that had been sent by NWP to S P Power Systems in January 2005, for lighting column No 44 on the Mount Hill.  The Clerk is to send this to the Council’s Insurers as evidence that the lamp was reported out prior to the date of the incident, which is the subject of a negligence claim being pursued by a firm of Liverpool solicitors.  The Clerk reported that NWP have informed him that a trench has been dug to the lamp at the corner of Brymbo Road/Ruthin Road for restoration of the electricity supply to it.  NWP are awaiting a quotation for a new sleeve for the lamp in Mountainview, damaged by a vehicle.  The main fuse cover of a lamp in Dyke Street, which had been vandalised, has been replaced.  NWP will arrange a site meeting with Cllr Wynne before providing a quotation for a new lamp to light the steps at College Hill.   
8. FOOTPATHS                      No further information
9. WAR MEMORIALS          No further information

10. CHURCHYARDS.              No further information.

11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following planning applications were considered – 

P/2007/1432 – Former Brymbo Community Centre Ael y Bryn Brymbo – Outline application for demolition of existing building and residential development.  In answer to a question from Cllr Monti, the Chairman said that WCBC have not yet sold the site and are seeking offers for it. Approved.

P/2007/1482 – Bryn y Ffynnon House Bryn y Ffynnon Road Brymbo – Sub-division of existing house into 3 apartments with single storey extension.  An objection has been registered  on the grounds of unsuitable access.

WCBC have acknowledged a representation by the Council on the Local Development Plan Preferred Strategy.  The Council have now been allocated a consultee identification number, which the Clerk gave to Planning Sub-committee Chairmen, and this is to be used in any further correspondence.  One Voice Wales have arranged a planning training seminar for 28 February in Llanddulas, but it was agreed not to send a representative as the cost is too high in view of the fact that the Council are  members.  Copies of recent WCBC planning decisions have been received by the Clerk.  An amendment for planning application P/2007/0955 has been sent to Cllr Birch.  The Clerk reminded Planning Sub-committee Chairmen that when responding to planning applications, it is advisable to ask WCBC to include a condition in any application granted that developers must replace any lights belonging to the Council, that are likely to be removed by them prior to or during the development.      
12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – January 2008 

	1709
	Scottish Power – Energy (Nov 07) 
	
	    567.69

	1710
	NWP Power Systems – Maint. (Dec 07)
	
	    538.70

	1711
	Home–Start – Donation 
	
	      50.00

	1712
	Cruse Bereavement Care – Donation
	
	      50.00

	1713
	Brymbo & Tanyfron Regen. Trust – Hire of room (Jan 8th)
	
	      20.00

	1714
	A R Cardiff – Salary 
	
	    415.25

	1715
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI 
	
	    129.33

	1716                         
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages 
	
	      16.82

	
	
	
	


13. PROPOSED BENCH SEAT FOR BWLCHGWYN

It was decided that this matter is to be left until the next meeting to give Cllr Tilston the opportunity to update the Council.


14. MEETING TO DETERMINE THE PRECEPT 2008/9

It was decided that this will be held on Tuesday 29 January at 7.00 pm in Brymbo Enterprise Centre.  Initial arrangements were made to hold the Precept Finance Sub-committee meeting on Thursday 24 January.
15. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –

One Voice Wales – Notice of Wxm/Flint Area Committee Meeting on 10 January.  Seminar for Delivering a Successful Youth Council scheduled for 5 April 2008 in Ammanford.  WCBC – Minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Governance & Policy Scrutiny Committee held 28 November 2007.  Clip – Spring 2008 programme and request for views on the Clip Mentoring Scheme.  Ombudsman – Complaints Handling Seminar scheduled for 18 February 2008.

SLCC – Minutes of the Meeting held 4 December 2007.  Northern Marches Cymru – Leaflets for Supporting Social Enterprise Funding and Advice Roadshow.
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm.
The February meeting will be held on Tuesday 12 February at 7.00 pm in Brymbo Enterprise Centre.

                                                                                                 SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON 29 JANUARY 2008 IN THE ENTREPRISE CENTRE BRYMBO
Present – Cllr M Shone (Chairman)
Brymbo Ward Councillors – N Davies, D Greenaway, K Monti, D Moran, A Stapley, B Stapley.  Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – S Tilston, P Thomas, H. Williams. Vron Ward Councillors – S Wynne.

An apology had been received from Cllr G Jones.

PRECEPT 2008/9

The Clerk reported that the Precept Finance Sub-committee had met on Tuesday 22 January.  The Clerk had presented a financial analysis, which was considered by the Sub-committee, and this showed a breakdown for the General, Lighting, and Capital Fund accounts. (see appendix).  The Clerk said that as a result of their deliberations the Sub-committee recommends a Precept of £63,835.00. for the coming financial year.  The financial information was considered and discussed by the Council, and the Chairman said that the Sub-committee’s recommendations would mean that the Council would reduce the Community Rate, and not reduce any services provided to the Community, at a time when the average increase for councils in England is 4% and principal councils in Wales will also declare increases.  Cllr Monti said he would like to thank the Clerk for preparing the financial information, and the Sub-committee for considering it and making its recommendations  
RESOLVED - It was proposed by Cllr Monti, seconded by Cllr Davies, and agreed unanimously, that the recommendations of the Finance Sub-committee be accepted and a Precept of £63,835.00 is to be requested for the year 2008/9.
The Chairman said that the major part of the Capital Fund is available for anticipated capital schemes such as a proposed MUGA for the site off Blast Road Brymbo, and for the Cambrian House project that will need to be undertaken when it is released by WCBC to the Council in 2010.  He asked councillors to consider what other capital schemes are needed in their Wards, and said the intention is to put together a Business Plan, which will prioritise schemes according to the funding available.  He informed the Council that WCBC will eventually utilise a proportion of any capital receipts from the sale of the Brymbo Community Centre site for upgrading other community centres in the Borough, so that they comply with current regulations regarding disability access etc.  Any balance remaining would be put towards the schools upgrading programme, which is on-going.  

The meeting closed at 7.40.p.m. 

SIGNED...............................................................    DATE.............................................................
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