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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 11 MARCH 2008 IN THE ENTERPRISE CENTRE BRYMBO.

Present      -      Cllr M Shone (Chairman)

Brymbo Ward Councillors – N Davies, D Greenaway, K Monti, D Moran, A Stapley, B Stapley.
Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – P Thomas. Vron Ward Councillors – S Wynne.
County Borough Councillor – N Price.  Police – Pc Mark Evans, Pcso Mike Camplin.  WCBC – Geraint Smith (Streetscene Area Co-ordinator).  Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs S Tilston, H Williams, and A Birch.
The minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2008 were confirmed as a true record, and signed by the Chairman.

1. POLICING 
Pc Evans gave a crime report for the month of February.  Brymbo – 12 reported incidents, the most significant of which were criminal damage.  There were 3 reports of anti-social behaviour.  Bwlchgwyn – 2 reported incidents of burglary to a dwelling, and common assault.  There were no reports of anti-social behaviour.  Vron – 21 reported incidents, the most significant of which were reports of criminal damage, and 11 reports of anti-social behaviour.  Most of the latter were from one persistent caller, who the police have spoken to in an attempt to resolve the problem.  No further calls have been received in the last two weeks.  Pc Evans said that the police surgery held in Brymbo School on the 19 February was a great success, and some residents from Tanyfron also attended to discuss issues of ant-social behaviour.  In answer to a query from Cllr Monti, Pc Evans said that as yet no culprit has been identified for the recent burglary of a dwelling in Brymbo of an elderly couple.  The Police Volume Crime Unit are now looking at crimes like this more intensively.  Pcso Camplin reported that residents in Bwlchgwyn have been given safety packs, but unfortunately there has not been enough to give to every household.  Cllr B Stapley asked Pc Evans if he will try to obtain some feedback about a person acting suspiciously recently in Brymbo that he had reported.  Pcso Camplin said that the police have been in Bwlchgwyn recently advising residents on security after a spate of burglaries to outbuildings.  He encourages members of the public to report anything that arouses their suspicion.  Pc Evans informed Cllr Monti that some Neighbourhood Watch schemes, which had been set up some time ago, were losing impetus as members change.  However he gave councillors a contact number for the Wrexham Co-ordinator.  Pcso Camplin informed the Council that Operation Cinnamon is to be held in Brymbo on 27 March, and will take place in the Conservative Club and not the Enterprise Centre.  A resident of Tanyfron, who was allowed to speak by the Chairman, complained about what he said was the poor response by the police to incidents of anti-social behaviour he had reported on 23 February.  Pc Evans said as there is a priority listing for incidents, he can only assume that at this time officers were fully engaged on more serious crimes.  The Chairman thanked Pc Evans and Pcso Camplin for attending the meeting.        
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE 
This matter is to be put on the Agenda for the April meeting.
3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Price reported that a replacement bus shelter has been installed by WCBC at Ffynnon Nephel Ruthin Road Bwlchgwyn.  The Clerk said that the Council have campaigned for this for some time, particularly as the original one was well used by school children and elderly residents living in properties nearby.  Cllr Price said that at a recent WCBC forum he attended, the problem of dogs fouling pavements and open spaces was the main issue discussed.  The Clerk read out a letter from the WCBC Service Manager for Public Protection, which stated that dog owners who let their dogs foul and fail to remove the waste commit an offence which is subject to a fixed penalty of £75.00.  The letter states how dog litter should be dealt with by owners, and says that WCBC do not have a policy of providing additional litter bins specifically for dog fouling.  Cllr Price said that if they did it would improve goodwill.  Cllr Monti said that the problem is rife at Cheshire View and Bronwens Green as Brymbo/Lodge Youth FC committee members have to clear the football pitches of dog mess before games on a Saturday.  Cllr Shone said that matters he wants to report will be dealt with under the appropriate minute headings.
4. ROADS 
Geraint Smith reported to the Council that WCBC have now completed the roads survey for the Community area.  He said that the following roads have been identified for resurfacing work from the 2008/9 budget.  Brymbo – Cheshire View.  Bwlchgwyn – Wesley Road and Stryt Maelor.  Vron – Cae Merfyn, St Albans Road, Meadowview, and Park Road.  He said that he has been able to obtain some additional litter bins, and will put some at locations requested by councillors.  He also promised to put on a gang of workers to clear debris from the pavement at Vicarage Road.
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS 
The Clerk is to write to the WCBC Operational Manager (Transport) to request bus stop road markings for the bus pull-ins by Tanyfron Community Centre, and on College Hill.  The Clerk confirmed that the replacement shelter has now been installed on Ruthin Road Bwlchgwyn, by the OAP bungalows at Ffynnon Nephel.  It is located a few feet away from the original location as it has sides fitted to give additional protection in inclement weather.  Cllr Price said that WCBC is trying to secure further funding for additional shelters.   
6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS.
Bronwens Green
The Lease from the Council to the Sports Association of Brymbo was signed by the Chairman and Clerk, and the Clerk said that he will take it in to the Council’s Solicitor on Wednesday.
Car Park near to playing field at Coed y Felin Road
The Clerk reported that the owner of Coed y Felin Farm has now signed and returned the License for an access to his property across the Council’s car park.  The Clerk is to give this to the Council’s Solicitor.
7. LAMPS
NWP have sent a quotation for a new lamp for the steps at College Hill Tanyfron.  This is for £2420.00 plus Vat.  As there were no Vron councillors present when the matter was discussed, the Clerk is to seek their opinion before an order for the work is made.
8. FOOTPATHS
The Clerk said that he had sent WCBC a Problem Report about the condition of the Tanyfron end of the path that runs from Brake Road to opposite Llewelyn Road (formerly FP 45).  The Countryside Ranger has visited it and is looking into how the surface can be improved.  The new Wrexham Bridleways Assoc. are keen to have this path designated a bridleway so the question of a replacement barrier is being deferred.  Cllr B Stapley said that the Association are looking for dual use paths, and the Chairman said that WCBC only intend to currently allow an additional one of these in the Borough.  The Countryside Ranger has sent the Clerk a copy of an Email she sent to Cllr Tilston regarding an inspection she has made of FP No 80,  that he reported was obstructed.
9. WAR MEMORIALS             No further information.

10. CHURCHYARDS.
The Clerk said that he has finally received a reply from the Assistant Head of Property, The Church in Wales, regarding the offer of land to extend St Mary’s Churchyard.  This concludes that the trustees would be unable, because of the financial implications regarding maintenance, to recommend to the Representative Body of the Church in Wales the acceptance of the free offer of the land for the extension of the churchyard.  The letter suggested that a private burial authority or a local trust could possibly be set up to administer the cemetery.  The Clerk gave Cllr A Stapley a copy of the correspondence for the PCC. 
11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following planning applications were considered – 
P/2007/0955 – Land adjacent to Bryn Derfel St Albans Road Tanyfron – Amended plans for the erection of one detached two storey building.  Approved.
P/2008/0102 – Building plot at Argoed Brymbo Road Bwlchgwyn – Erection of detached dwelling.  Approved.
P/2008/0151 – 5 Furnace Close Brymbo – Change of use from footpath to residential garden (in retrospect).  Cllr B Stapley said that he had checked the status of the path with WCBC and it is not on the Definitive Map.  The Chairman said that it forms a dangerous precedent if footpaths are lost by becoming part of gardens.  Cllr Stapley said he will make further enquiries with WCBC.

P/2008/0156 – Bryn Tirion Ruthin Road Bwlchgwyn – Loft extension and alterations.  Approved.
P/2008/0158 – Solleron Llewelyn Road Tanyfron – Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of sun lounge.  Approved.
P/2008/0184 - Land at Blast Road Brymbo – Reserved matters application for residential development of 17 dwellings in semi-detached and terrace formats consisting of two and three bedroom units and construction of new vehicular access.  An objection has been lodged on the grounds that an open space that has been used as a play area by young people for many years will be lost to the village.
P/2008/0226 – Land adjoining 1 Whiteoaks Bwlchgwyn – Outline application for erection of detached dwelling.  Only just received and is to be considered by the Bwlchgwyn  Sub-committee.
P/ 2008/0120 received just before the February meeting and recorded in the February minutes was approved.  The owners of Bryn y Ffynnon House attended the meeting and were allowed to speak by the Chairman.  They said that they wished to co-operate with the Council in trying to solve the access problem for the planning application (P/2007/1482) that they wish to re-submit to WCBC.  It was agreed that because the application has now been withdrawn the Council could not discuss the matter further.  The Clerk had given Cllr Williams and Cllr Birch copies of recent reports by the Chief Planning Officer to the WCBC Planning Committee.  Copies of recent WCBC planning decisions have been received by the Clerk.  The Clerk read out a letter from the owners of Ty Gwyrth Llewelyn Close Brymbo who are seeking advice on how to legalise their possession of a strip of land, the site of a railway line many years ago.  They wish to maintain it because it has been used as a dumping ground.  The Clerk is to reply confirming that the land is not owned by the Council and to suggest that seeking legal advice would be the way forward.  WCBC have sent a copy of a flyer from the North Wales Working Party on Aggregates. 
12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – March 2008                                                                                         

	1723
	Scottish Power – Energy (Jan 08)                                                                        
	
	    567.69

	1724
	NWP Power Systems – Maintenance (Feb)                                              
	   538.70
	

	
	                                    - Repairs                                                                
	   176.25
	    714.95

	1725
	Cyril Jones & Co – Legal fees for Lease for Bronwens Green 
	
	    405.50

	1726
	BT – Telephone account
	
	    136.95

	1727
	Encore Office Systems – Maintenance of photocopier (Feb-April) 
	
	      35.25

	1728
	A R Cardiff - Salary                                                                                                                     
	
	    415.25

	1729
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI
	
	    129.33

	1730
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages
	
	      14.70

	1731
	One Voice Wales – Subscription 2008/9
	
	    351.00

	1732
	BTRT – Hire of room for 11 March
	
	      20.00 

	
	
	
	

	
	RECEIPTS
	
	

	
	HM Revenue & Customs – Tax credit etc for filing Online 2005/6
	
	    304.53

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


13. DONATIONS
The following donations were agreed – 
St Mary’s Church Brymbo PCC (for Churchyard maintenance) - £1000.00.  Proposed by Cllr M Shone seconded by Cllr A Stapley.

Groundwork Plas Power Project - £50.00.  Proposed by Cllr B Stapley seconded by Cllr D Moran.

 Alzheimers Society - £100.00.  Proposed by Cllr M Shone seconded by Cllr D Moran.
North Wales Deaf Association - £100.00.  Proposed by Cllr B Stapley seconded by Cllr M Shone.

North Wales Assoc for Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus - £100.00.  Proposed by Cllr N Davies seconded by Cllr D Moran.

Urdd Gobaith Cymru - £50.00.  Proposed by Cllr B Stapley seconded by Cllr D Greenaway.

A donation request from Bwlchgwyn Residents Group for financial support for the publication of a monthly news bulletin was deferred until the June Meeting, as no Bwlchgwyn councillors were present when this Agenda item was discussed.  A donation request from Brymbo Angling Club that had just been received is also to be put on the Agenda for the June meeting. A letter of thanks has been received from Cruse Bereavement Care for the donation given by the Council.  A donation request from Radio Maelor was not considered as no accounts had been received 
14. MEMBER CODE OF CONDUCT

The Clerk read out a letter from the Welsh Assembly, that states that provision was made in section 183 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007,  that amends Part 111 of the 2000 Act.  The purpose of this is to make it clear that the code of conduct can include provision that applies to members whilst acting in either their official or private capacities.  This means that all members must give a fresh undertaking to observe their authority’s code of conduct for the time being by 1 May 2008, and members who fail to do this will cease to be a member from the end of that day.  All members present signed the form of declaration given out by the Clerk.
15. URBAN 2 CONSULTATION PROJECT 2005
Karen Whitney-Lang (Community Development Co-ordinator)  and Hayley Morgan (Community Project Officer) of the West Wrexham Community Development Team attended the meeting to provide councillors with an update on the Urban 2 Children and Young Peoples Report that was undertaken in 2005.  Karen said that neither she nor Hayley were members of the original Team, but said that the Project targeted young people of 18 years and under.  She gave out copies of the 2005 Report to councillors and this explained the background to the Project, the events that were organised, and the action plan that was to be formulated as a result of analysing responses that had been received from young people.  She said that since 2007 young peoples working groups have been set up and Cllr Williams is a member of the one for Brymbo/Tanyfron.  This has met three times since last October and the role of the newly formed Community Development Team is to provide support to these groups.  The Chairman said that some of the issues raised by young people in the 2005 report no longer apply, and Cllr Davies suggested that a new report based on the current situation should be commissioned.  In answer to a question from the Chairman, Karen said that in some areas the Youth Service has been operating detached outreach work, which has been proving more successful than the more traditional youth club provision.  Cllr Monti said that he cannot understand why the Youth Service had not made a bid for Brymbo Community Centre, which would have provided the space to offer additional activities to those currently provided by the Youth Club.  The Chairman thanked the members of the Community Development Team for attending the meeting.     
16. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –
Wxm & District CAB – Notification of change of venue for the Brymbo Outreach Service.  This is to be discussed further when the CAB request a continuation of funding for the Outreach Service for 2008/9.   WCBC – Community Council Elections Workshop for Clerks on 13 March.   One Voice Wales – Next meeting of Wxm/Flint Area Committee to be held on 20 March.  Copies of leaflets on “ Becoming a Councillor”   Wxm Town and Community Council Forum – Agenda for meeting held on 18 February and minutes of meeting held on 25 September 2007.   Clwyd Community Health Council – Poster seeking new recruits.   The Ramblers Assoc – Information on North Wales Footpath Training Day on 29 March.  Walk Magazine Spring 2008 issue.   Society of Local Council Clerks - Agenda’s for Annual and Quarterly meetings of the Clwyd Branch on 7 March.    AVOW – Newsletter Spring 2008 issue.
The meeting closed at 9.50 pm.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 8 April 2008 at 7.00 pm in the Enterprise Centre, Brymbo.
                                                                                                 SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………
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