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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14 MARCH 2006 IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE BRYMBO.
Present      -      Cllr D Moran (Chairman)

and

Brymbo Ward Councillors – N Davies, D Greenaway, G Jones, K Monti, M Shone, A Stapley, B Stapley.
Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – S Tilston, P Thomas, H Williams.

Vron Ward Councillors – M Crowther, D Griffiths.
County Borough Councillor – N Price.   Police – Pc Steve Owen.

An apology for absence was received from Cllr A Birch.  The minutes of the meeting held on 14  February were confirmed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

1. POLICING 
Pc Owen  apologised for being a little late, but he said he  had to attend hospital for treatment for a dog bite.  He gave a crime report for the period since the February meeting.
Brymbo – 7 crime reports, including assault, hit and run, domestics, and damage to a vehicle.  17 calls for anti-social behaviour had been received, many of them involving snow balling incidents following the recent heavy snowfall.  A large quantity of dirty needles had been found at the top of the Rocko, and there have been 2 incidents of littering of white goods on the highway, which  could have led to a traffic accident.  Cllr A Stapley expressed concern that some pupils at St Mary’s School are not wearing their florescent bibs when walking to and from school.  Pc Owen said that approx. 35 have been lost, and the Headteacher is now thinking of making it compulsory to wear a bib.  Cllr Crowther said that sometimes children forget their number on the bib, and pick up the wrong one.
Bwlchgwyn – 4 crime reports, including theft and damage to machinery, the stealing of chickens, and damage to a vehicle.  3 anti-social behaviour calls, all snow related.  Sadly an OAP had died in a house fire. 

Vron – 4 crime reports, including criminal damage, vehicle interference, and malicious calls.  5 anti-social behaviour calls, most of which involved snow balling.

Pc Owen was thanked by the Chairman for his report.  Cllr Jones had attended  a recent North Wales Criminal Justice Board Conference.
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE                    No further information.


3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Price reported that he has recently met the Highways Principal Engineer WCBC to discuss problems with roads and footpaths in Bwlchgwyn.  WCBC are repairing  a footpath, and will replace damaged railings with a barrier at the entrance to the village on the Coedpoeth side.  He said that residents of Bwlchgwyn are concerned with traffic issues outside Bwlchgwyn School, and the School and WCBC are investigating ways of securing funding for the installation of traffic calming measures.  He said that fears are being expressed about the likely increase of vehicles using Brymbo Road when the houses are built on the Steelworks site, as the road is likely to be used by motorists trying to avoid the expected build up of traffic on the Ruthin Road.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Price for his report.  Cllr Shone said he was pleased to report that WCBC have taken a decision not to close Brymbo Community Centre from 1 April.  WCBC state that the position will be reconsidered at the end of the year, but savings of £10,000 must be made and they will look at ways to achieve this.  He suggested that the Management Committee should urgently call a Public Meeting in order to determine what residents of Brymbo want from their Centre, with particular emphasis on increasing its revenue earning capacity.  Cllr Monti asked what is to be done about the re-decorating work needed to make the building more attractive to market.  It was agreed that Cllr Monti will seek three quotes for the cost of re-decoration, and these will be discussed by the Council at the April meeting.  Cllr Shone reported that the Welsh Assembly Minister for Heritage & Culture had recently visited the site of the Brymbo Enterprise Centre and had been very impressed with the proposals which have devised by the Brymbo Regeneration Trust and BDL Ltd for the Heritage Area.  A heritage Lottery Bid is to be made in the near future.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Shone for his report.
4. ROADS
The Clerk read out a reply from WCBC to the Council’s request for a one-way system for Cheshire View and Dyke Street.  These are to be placed on a traffic regulation order request list which will be reviewed in the near future.  WCBC recommend that if a one-way system is installed it should be accompanied by traffic calming measures at a cost of approx. £40,000, which would have to be funded by the Council. Cllr B Stapley suggested that residents of Brymbo should also write to WCBC to request a one-way system.  The Clerk read out unsigned letters from residents complaining about the parking problems in Cheshire View and Dyke Street.  The Clerk reported that he has spoken to the Brymbo/Broughton Estates Manager, who has put forward a request for funding in 2006/7 for an off- street parking scheme in Cheshire View/Dyke Street.   Cllr A Stapley said that residents of Offa Street made requests for off street parking but only a few vehicle owners are using the facilities provided.  General disquiet was expressed about the condition of roads in Brymbo, and the Clerk is to invite the Highways Principal Engineer to the April meeting to discuss these  problems with councillors. 
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS

The Clerk has received from the Transport Co-ordinator a copy the routes being followed by bus operators in Brymbo.  He gave this to Cllr A Stapley.  The Clerk is to ask the Transport Co-ordinator whether ARRIVA can also incorporate Ffordd Owain and Argoed in their route.  
6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS.
Cllr Shone said that he had been contacted by Vron councillors regarding a protest Tanyfron residents have made about the intended sale by WCBC of the playing field north of Bryn Gwenfro. He said that the Executive Board had made a decision in 2002, before he became a county borough councillor,  to sell the field for development and outline planning permission was given.  The only way this can now be legally challenged is through the courts, which would be costly.  Cllr Shone said that he has recently spoken to the Leader of the Council to seek support for some top slicing of any proceeds from the sale of the land for the provision of a leisure/sporting facility , such as a multi-use games area, for the village.  Cllr Griffiths said he is extremely concerned about the potential loss of a green space and feels that a MUGA would be under utilised.  He would prefer to see the development of the dilapidated road running along side the allotments as a footpath/bridleway/cycleway.  Cllr Shone said that in Brymbo the kick- about area at Blast Road although in a dilapidated state, is well used by young people in the village.  He asked Vron councillors to discuss the matter with residents and let him know the results of their consultations before he attempts to pursue the matter of the provision of a MUGA.  Cllr Tilston said he is sure that if any additional planning gains cannot be utilised in Tanyfron they could be used elsewhere in the Community..  

7. LAMPS
Cllr Griffiths said that he has reported that a section of lamps in St Albans Road/Park Road are on all day.  The Clerk is to report a lamp out in Blast Road, and he informed the Council that the cable to the unlit column on the Mount Hill has been put in,  and SP Power Systems will be doing the connecting work.  Cllr Shone reported that the leaning pole in Coed y Felin Lane has been replaced by a re-positioned new pole, and cables have been moved on to this.  A quotation has been received for a new lamp for Ruthin Road, Bwlchgwyn.  Cllr Thomas feels that more than one new lamp is needed at this location, and is to ask NWP for a quotation for two new lamps which will be considered at the April meeting.
8. FOOTPATHS
The Clerk read out a reply from the Rights of Way Manager WCBC to his request for information regarding a meeting held with Bwlchgwyn Residents Association.  The meeting came about as a result of the Rights of Way Manager making a plea in the local press for local groups to come forward if they were interested in a footpath project for their area.  The letter explained the nature of these projects and how local groups can be involved.  Consequently, the Residents Association have conducted a survey of Bwlchgwyn paths, a copy of which has been sent to the Clerk.  The Rights of Way Manager has arranged a further meeting with the Residents Association to discuss the next step.  The Clerk gave Bwlchgwyn councillors copies of all correspondence.  Cllr Price said that Cllr Tilston, who has completed a Footpath Leaders course, should be thanked for organising the initial  walk around Bwlchgwyn paths that was well attended and promoted the survey.  The Clerk has written to the Residents Association to express the Council’s gratitude for the initiative they have taken.  Cllr B Stapley said that he is disappointed that a survey done on Brymbo paths by the Ramblers Assoc some years ago was not acted on by WCBC, and said they have failed in their duty to keep paths up to standard.  The Clerk had sent Cllr Griffiths a WCBC proposal for a safe cycling facility between Brymbo Link Road and the B5101, which Cllr Griffiths has approved. 
9. WAR MEMORIALS         No further information.


10. CHURCHYARDS.             No further information.
11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following applications were considered and approved – 
P/2006/0213 – 9 Wesley Road Bwlchgwyn – erection of dwelling and construction of new vehicular access.  An observation has been made about the width of the road fronting the property.
P/2006/0228 – 1 Harwd Road Brymbo – outline application for residential development

The Clerk has received copies of recent WCBC planning decisions.  He gave copies of a Planning Aid Wales Handbook to Planning Sub-committee Chairmen, and a copy of the WCBC UDP 1996-2011 to Cllr Williams.  A reply from WCBC has been received to Cllr B Stapley’s  request for information on P/2004/1639 for the Mount Hill, and this states that the proposed childrens play area and traffic calming measures will be safeguarded if Gower Homes sell the plot to another developer.  Cllr Monti said that at a site meeting promises were made that the childrens play area would be constructed before building work on any houses commenced.  Cllr Shone reassured the Council that both facilities would be provided before any building work on houses is completed.  WCBC have asked for comments on the name Poppy Fields/Maes y Pabiau for the development at the former British Legion Club in Brymbo.  This was approved, but Cllr B Stapley said he is unhappy that a closure notice for Pen y Graig Road  was not advertised during sewerage works at the site. The Clerk has received a copy of the minutes for the meeting of the Brymbo Steelworks Site Liaison Committee held on 14 Dec 2005, and the Agenda for the next meeting on 15 March 2006. 
12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – March 2006                                                                                    

	1490
	Scottish Power – Energy (Jan 06)
	
	   566.54

	1491
	NWP Electrical Ltd – Maint. (Feb)
	
	   538.70

	1492
	Shaw & Sons Ltd – Receipts & Payments Book
	
	    57.46

	1493
	Encore Office Systems – Photocopier maint.(Feb-April)
	
	    35.25

	1494
	One Voice Wales – Subscription 2006/7
	
	  319.00

	1495
	BT – Telephone account 
	
	  110.82

	1496
	A R Cardiff – Salary 
	
	  383.81

	1497
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI 
	
	  139.52

	1498
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages
	
	    11.74

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	RECEIPTS
	
	
	

	WCBC 
	Additional funding for Bronwens Green 
	
	10,000.00


The empowering legislation for the following significant payments made during the year is -   

1421 £4980.00 - Caia Park Partnership Ltd  - for Brymbo Online (Local Govt Act 1972 s144 & Local Govt Act 1976 s19). A Key Fund Grant of £3386.40 was received to offset this.
1446 £2818.40 – Wrexham & District CAB Outreach Service (Local Govt Act 1972 s144 & Local Govt Act 1976 s19)
1455 £730.39 – Dee Valley Water re water connection charge (Local Govt Act 1976 s19)
1483 £5000.00 – WCBC  re play ground equipment (Local Govt Act 1976 s19) 

13. DONATIONS
The following donations were agreed – 
Bwlchgwyn Parish Church  PCC - £100.00. Proposed by Cllr Wiliams, seconded by Cllr B Stapley, and agreed.

Home Start - £50.00. -   Proposed by Cllr Crowther, seconded by Cllr Griffiths, and agreed.

Alzeimers Society - £100.00. Proposed by Cllr Shone, seconded by Cllr B Stapley, and agreed.
North Wales Assoc. for Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus - £50.00. Proposed by Cllr B Stapley, seconded by Cllr A Stapley, and agreed.

Gwyl Cerdd Dant Cymru - £50.00. Proposed by Cllr Griffiths, seconded by Cllr Williams, and agreed.

Urdd Gobaith Cymru - £50.00. Proposed by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Griffiths, and agreed.

14. RISK MANAGEMENT

The Clerk reported that the Risk Management Sub-committee had met on 7 March 2006, and he outlined its recommendations to Council.

RESOLVED – It was proposed by Cllr Monti, seconded by Cllr A Stapley, and agreed, that its recommendations be accepted.

15. EMPLOYER’S ANNUAL RETURN 2005/6

The Clerk said that he has registered with the Inland Revenue for the Annual Return to be submitted online, which should result in a £250.00 tax free incentive for the Council.  Online submissions are accepted after 5 April, and Cllr Davies will file the Return online from information given to him by the Clerk.
.
16. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –
Welsh Assembly – Draft Standards Committee (Wales) (Amendment)  Regulations 2006.

Brymbo/Broughton Housing Renewal Area Steering Group – Minutes of meeting 18 Jan. and booklet “Group Repair Schemes”.  Ramblers Assoc. - Annual Conference 8/9 April.  Walk Magazine Spring 2006. Alzheimer’s Soc. Wrexham & Dist. – Newsletter No 16.  SLCC – Minutes of Annual Meeting March 2005 and Agenda for Annual Meeting 3 March 06.  Campaign for Protection of Rural Wales – Calor Village of Year Competition information.  Open Space – Spring 2006 issue. North Wales Play & Playingfields Assoc. - Seminar 4 April.  Ordinance Survey – The Outdoor Show 17 – 19 March leaflets.

The meeting closed at 9.25 pm.
SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………
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