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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 9 NOVEMBER  2006 IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE TANYFRON
Present      -      Cllr M Shone (Chairman)

Brymbo Ward Councillors – D Greenaway, G Jones, K Monti, D Moran, A Stapley, B Stapley. Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – H Williams. Vron Ward Councillors – A Birch.
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs N Davies, S Tilston, P Thomas, D Griffiths, and Pc Steve Owen.  The minutes of the meeting held on 12 October 2006 were confirmed as a true record, and signed by the Chairman.
1. POLICING 
Pc Owen, who was unable to attend the meeting due to his shift pattern, had telephoned the Clerk to report that there has been no significant crime issues reported since the October meeting.  He confirmed that the Neighbourhood Panels had met in Brymbo and Bwlchgwyn, and informed the Clerk that Trading Standards have been doing some test purchasing from a shop in Brymbo.  The Clerk is to write to the North Wales Police Authority to express concern that new shift patterns are resulting in a decrease in flexibility, making it difficult for police officers to regularly attend Council meetings.  Information on how the new CSOs are to be used is also to be sought.  Cllr Monti said that he is disappointed that he was not informed about the recent Panel meeting in Brymbo Community Centre.  Cllr Birch said that he thought that the vandalism that had occurred at Tanyfron Community Centre recently would have been mentioned in the police report.  This had occurred on Youth Club nights, and he hopes as indicated that the police will put on extra patrols.  The theft of the Church Yard gates at St Mary’s Church has been given considerable press coverage, and Cllr B Stapley asked if the Clerk can find out whether this has been given the required publicity by Crime Stoppers.  The Clerk read out a letter from the National Probation Service, which outlines the “Community Payback Scheme” and how a community can benefit from it. The Clerk is to write to the Service to suggest that maintenance work at St Mary’s Church Yard, and painting the outside of Tanyfron Community Centre would be schemes that would be suitable for the Scheme.   The Police are to be asked to monitor the speed of vehicles using Glascoed Road in the light of residents complaining about vehicles travelling down the road at excessive speeds.  The Clerk has received a letter from Inspector Chesters, who has informed the Council that he is taking up a new post and will be succeeded by Inspector Jeff Clark.  He thanks councillors for their support in the last 3 years.
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE
The Clerk has received a letter from WCBC , which states that the leasehold interest valued by them is on the basis of their remaining interest in the property.  The matter is to be put on the Agenda for the December meeting.  
3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
The main part of Cllr Shone’s report is recorded in the minute on playing fields and playgrounds.

4. ROADS 
The Clerk has received a letter from Bloor Homes informing the Council that there is an agreement that Wimpey Homes will clean the section of road between Brymbo Sports and Social Club and the Power Station, with Bloor Homes making a contribution to the cost. They have written to Wimpey Homes informing them that they are happy to contribute to having this section of the road washed and swept as and when required.  
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS 
At the request of Cllr A Stapley a letter is  to be sent to the Transport Co-ordinator asking for bus companies to request drivers to regulate their speed when travelling through Brymbo, particularly along High Street. 

6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS

Cllr Shone has met with officers from the Environment Dept. WCBC, and was informed that it has suffered a reduction in its budget.  The future of the play areas at Cheshire View and Mountain View was discussed, and Cllr Shone was told that because of budget cuts WCBC need to rationalise their play area network    WCBC have successfully bid for land tax funding for re-equipping some play areas in the Borough, but because the Cheshire View and Mountain View play areas are in close proximity, they state that a similar application can only be made for one of these.  The Council would also be asked to provide some financial support if an application is made. Cllr Shone said that the current standard of equipment on both play areas is very poor, and if WCBC are asked to proceed with the grant application one play area will need to be forfeited.  He said he will undertake some research himself with residents, and asked councillors to do the same to establish which play area should be retained and re-equipped.  Cllr Williams said that the play area in Brynyffynnon is also in a poor state  Cllr Shone reported that a contractor has replaced some bollards at the new play area at Railway Road to prevent motorists using the track bordering the green area.
7. LAMPS
Cllr A Stapley reported that NWP will install a new time clock at the kick-about area off Blast Road, which should solve the timing problem for the flood lighting. The Clerk says he has sent a copy of a letter he has received from NWP to the Councils insurers.  This catalogues the action taken by the Councils contractors to try to have a column lit on the Mount Hill, which is the subject of a negligence claim being made against the Council.  The Clerk says he has received a telephone call from the owner of Brynyffynnon House in Brymbo, who has assured him that he will trim vegetation that is shielding one of the Councils lamps in the near future.  
8. FOOTPATHS
Cllr Monti gave the Clerk a copy of a survey of Brymbo Public Footpaths that has been sent by Carolyn Griffiths to WCBC for the Community Paths Project.  The Clerk has received a Wrexham Rights of Way Improvement Plan Survey, which was completed during the meeting and is to be returned to WCBC.  
9. WAR MEMORIALS
The Clerk gave details of the services that will be held on Remembrance Sunday, and said that he had brought the wreaths ordered by the Council from the RBL to the meeting..   The Clerk said that, in response to an e-mail he had received from Cllr Tilston, he had asked Pc Owen  to request that the owner of a lorry parked at the Bwlchgwyn Memorial remove it before the Remembrance Service is held there.  The Clerk said that he had sent a copy of a letter he has received from a Military Historian to Cllr A Stapley.  The letter asks for photographs of the old plaques of Brymbo War Memorial, copies of which the Historian intends tosend to the Imperial War Museum.  

10. CHURCHYARDS
The Council is still awaiting further quotations for the maintenance of St Mary’s Church Yard.  Considerable press coverage has been given to the theft of the gates to the Church Yard, but as yet no offender has been identified.  
11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following application was considered and approved –

P/2006/1263 – Argoed Brymbo Road Bwlchgwyn – Outline application for a two storey dwelling.

Cllr Birch said that Vron councillors have approved the proposed footway extension for Tanyfron Road and the Clerk is to inform WCBC.  WCBC have sent a copy of a Habitat Survey for the proposed development site at Queens Road/Railway Road (P/2006/1180) and the Clerk sent a copy of this to Cllr B Stapley.  The Clerk has also sent Cllr Stapley information relevant to the appeal against WCBC’s refusal to grant planning permission for a proposed development at Wayside Cottage Brymbo.  The Clerk said that he sent Cllr Tilston information regarding a meeting of the Mountain Bike Centre Monitoring Group at Coed Llandegla , which was held on 26 October.  He has also sent Cllr B Stapley a copy of  a letter from WCBC, which contains details of an enforcement action being taken against a resident of a caravan  on land at Minera Road Ffrwd , who has appealed against the action.  The National Assembly have written to inform the Council that Boots the Chemist have appealed against the decision of Wrexham Local Health Board to refuse their application for a pharmacy at the Plas Coch Retail Park.  
12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – November 2006                                                                             

	1570
	NWP Electrical Ltd - Maintenance (Oct)
	
	    538.70

	1571
	UHY Hacker Young – External Audit fee 2005/6
	
	    411.25

	1572
	Mr T Crofts – Maint. of War Memorial Bwlchgwyn (Oct)
	
	    100.00

	1573
	WCBC – Hire of Brymbo CC (1 session in Sept)
	
	      10.16

	1574
	A R Cardiff – Salary 
	
	    405.22

	1575
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI
	
	    126.72

	1576
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages
	
	      16.01

	1577
	Cllr B Stapley – Reinb. For planning guide Land use in Wales
	
	        6.00

	
	
	
	


Wrexham & District CAB have written to thank the Council for funding the Outreach Service for another year.  
13. DONATIONS
Letters of thanks for donations granted have been received from St Mary’s Church Brymbo PCC, All Saints Church Southsea PCC, and Brymbo WI.  The list of donation requests to be considered at the December meeting was agreed.
14. FUNDING OF COMMUNITY CENTRES
A Special Meeting of the Council had been held on 26 October, at which Cllr Shone showed councillors expenditure and income figures for community centres in Brymbo Community that he had asked for, and been given,  by the WCBC Community Centre Manager.  Because difficulty was found in reconciling some of the financial information with that in letters received from Mr Dylan Hughes  previously, it was decided that an invitation should be given to Mr Hughes to attend the November meeting.  
Mr Hughes attended the meeting to explain the content of the two letters he had sent regarding the funding of community centres.  He said that it was the first invitation he had received to attend a council meeting to discuss their content, and that one of the letters had been sent to all community councils. He welcomed the opportunity to explain the reason why the letters had been sent, which is because WCBC have been reviewing the costs of centres over the last two years and criteria has been drawn up for assessing their viability.  Two centres are under threat of closure, one of which is Brymbo, and WCBC are looking for £10.000 by the end of the year to cover a reduction in its budget.  He said that although a new Management Committee has been formed, to date bookings have not increased compared to a similar period last year.  Cllr B Stapley said that bookings have suffered over a period of 8 years because WCBC have not done the necessary work on the building to bring it up to an acceptable condition.  At the request of Cllr Shone, Mr Hughes gave councillors a breakdown of the estimated costs of running the Centre which amount to £17,600, which with expected income of £4,000 will leave an expected  shortfall of £13,600.  The letter sent out to all community councils by WCBC asks if councils in 2007/8 are prepared to contribute up to 50% of the estimated shortfall for all centres in their area.  The Clerk said that as the Council has four centres in its area this could mean an increase of approx £18 in the local rate of tax.  In answer to a question from Cllr Monti, Mr Hughes said that over 50% contribution was being asked for Brymbo Community Centre because it is under threat of closure. 
He said that the position of all centres will be examined once the response of community councils has been received, and so far there has been a negative response from most of those that have already written to him.  Cllr B Stapley asked whether Brymbo Community Centre could be kept open until the end of the financial year, which would give the new Committee additional time to try to secure more bookings to improve the income generated.  Mrs Barbara Cole, Bookings Secretary of the Centre, was allowed to speak by the Chairman and said that she has not had as much support as she had hoped in her attempts to increase the bookings, and a funding application through AVOW has been hampered by the lack of  a bank account and treasurer.  She said that there is a need to encourage more groups to use the Centre, and to have more young people on the Committee.   Mr Hughes said that he is prepared to attend the next Management Committee meeting.  He also said he is required to prepare a report that needs to go to the Executive Board on 5 December, and intends to call a meeting for all community councils in the next few weeks so that issues can be discussed before his report is finalised.  In answer to a question from Cllr Shone,  Mr Hughes confirmed that £50,000 worth of funding has been recently spent on improvement works at Bwlchgwyn Community Centre, which means that it is unlikely to be under threat of closure  Cllr Birch said that there are certain caretaking issues that need to be resolved for Tanyfron Community Centre, and Mr Hughes agreed to look into these.  The Chairman thanked Mr Hughes for attending the meeting.

It was agreed that the Clerk is to write to Mr Hughes to inform WCBC that the Council, when determining its Precept for 2007/8, is prepared to consider the provision of some support funding towards the running costs of Brymbo and Tanyfron Community Centres.  .
15. VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF COUNCILLOR FOR VRON WARD

The Clerk told the Council that he has informed WCBC of the vacancy.  The Electoral Officer has suggested that it would probably be better to advertise the vacancy after the December meeting, to avoid the Xmas period if there is likely to be an election.  It was agreed that the notice of vacancy will be put up after the December meeting.

16. COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM
Cllr B Stapley reported that he and Cllr Moran had attended the Forum organised by WCBC on 24 October.  He said that the main topic discussed was “Community Cohesion” and WCBC would like community councils to sign up to the “One Wrexham Charter of Belonging”  The campaign has a budget of £60,000, and aims at helping migrant workers integrate into communities.  Cllr Stapley said that he had made the point that while he is all in favour of integration he could not understand how so much funding had been provided at a time when WCBC say that they cannot fully fund community centres, which provide facilities that bring old and young people together and are at the heart of communities.  Cllr Shone said he chaired the committee responsible for the Charter, and felt that it would play a major role in community cohesion and prevent misinformation fuelling problems, which was the reason for the troubles experienced in Caia Park a few years ago.
17. EXTERNAL AUDIT 2005/6

UHY Hacker Young have sent back the Annual Return for the year ending 31 March 2006, and given the Council a clean report.  The Clerk gave Cllr A Stapley the Notice of Completion of Audit for the Council’s notice board.
18. BRYMBO ONLINE
The Clerk said that Cllr Davies would like councillors to remind local groups, organisations etc in the Community about the facility the web site can offer, and encourage them to contribute to this valuable information source.  Of particular interest would be information on local walks, Xmas events etc.
19. APRIL AND MAY MEETINGS 2007

It was agreed that Mrs Charlton is to be asked if she can deputise for the Clerk for the two meetings.

20. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –

      One Voice – Area Committee held 30 October.  WCBC – Housing survey “Have your say about
      housing in Wrexham”  SLCC – Minutes of meeting  on 13 Sept. and dates of next 2 meetings.

      National Assembly – North Wales Regional Committee Meeting 17 November.  Countryside 
      Alliance – Campaign material for retention of local post offices.  Ramblers Assoc. – Campaigning
      for change in Conwy issue   Welsh Rambler – Issue 65.  Open Space – Autumn 2006 issue.

      Health Challenge Wales – 2 copies of Summer 2006 issue.

The meeting closed at 10 00 pm.
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 12 December 2006 at 7.00pm in Brymbo Community Centre.
                                                                                                 SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………
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