BRYMBO

	CYNGOR CYMUNED

                  
	[image: image1.wmf] 


	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2007 IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE TANYFRON.

Present      -      Cllr M Shone (Chairman)

Brymbo Ward Councillors – N Davies, D Greenaway, K Monti, D Moran, A Stapley, B Stapley.
Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – S Tilston, H Williams. Vron Ward Councillors – A Birch, D Griffiths.  WCBC – Geraint Smith (Streetscene Area Co-ordinator) 
Apologies for absence have been received from Cllrs G Jones, P Thomas, and S Wynne.  The minutes of the meeting held on 11 October 2007 were confirmed as a true record, and signed by the Chairman.  
1. POLICING 
The Clerk said he has received an Agenda for the next meeting of the Police and Community Forum (PACF) on 15 November, and a copy of the minutes of the meeting held on 11 October.  Cllr Jones, the Council’s representative, is still not well enough to attend the next PACF meeting.  As no police officers were present at the meeting further discussion on policing issues is to be left to the December meeting.
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE                    No further information.


3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Shone reported that he has so far not been able to contact Karen Sinclair AM, to invite her to attend a Public Meeting in Tanyfron, to be arranged to discuss the possible siting of a MUGA in the village.  When he has done so a date for the Public Meeting will be decided.  He reported that the play area at Meadow View is now in the process of being re-equipped, and Cllr Birch said if he had received advanced notice of this he would have been able to assist with the moving of a resident’s car that was obstructing access to the site.  In answer to Cllr B Stapley, Cllr Shone said he had received no information about any fencing off of a section of the Heritage Area at the former Brymbo Steelworks site.  He presumed that if this is done it would be to protect the area in anticipation of the start of work on the spine road which is due to commence next Spring.  The rest of Cllr Shone’s report appears under the appropriate minute heading.
4. ROADS 
The Clerk read out a letter from WCBC, which confirmed that Area Co-ordinators are being encouraged to attend Community Council Meetings to discuss streetscene and highway issues.  This is to ensure that WCBC are addressing the issues that are important to each individual community.  Geraint Smith reported that more powerful lights can be fitted under Ocknells Bridge to improve visibility for motorists if Broughton Community Council, who pay for the power, are prepared to continue to do this.  The Clerk is to write to Broughton Community Council.  Geraint Smith reported that the work on installing yellow lines on Blast Road has not yet been completed.  Cllr Griffiths asked whether the surface of the road at the top end of Park Road, badly repaired after drainage work, can be improved.  Geraint Smith said that the utilities company are being contacted about this, and if no action is taken WCBC will do the work and charge the company.  He said that a request has been made for the installation of a slow sign on the road at the bad bend in Penrhos, and will check to see whether any speed restriction signs are scheduled for Blast Road.  Cllr B Stapley said that Mount Zion and Pool Road should also have a speed limit in view of increased use of these roads as a result of motorists travelling to the playing fields at Bronwens Green.  Geraint Smith said that he will make enquiries about this.  He reported to councillors that all roads in the area will be inspected by January next year, and that this has already been done for Bwlchgwyn.  Cllr Davies gave the Clerk a list of roads in Brymbo requiring dog bins, and the Clerk is to forward this to WCBC.  A resident of Tanyfron, who was present at the meeting, was allowed to speak by the Chairman.  He said that residents of the village wish to complain about the problems being caused by vehicles being parked on Park Road and St Albans Road, which is causing an obstruction at certain times during the week.  Cllr Birch said that this has been reported to the police on a number of occasions, but he will alert them again.  Cllr Griffiths said that some residents have complained that they are having to board buses on the road at the top of Park Road because of a parked vehicle.  However, it was agreed that little can be done about this as it is not an official stop.
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS 
The Clerk read out a letter from a resident of Cae Merfyn, which thanked the Council for the prompt repair work carried out to the bus shelter outside his property.  He said the repairs are of a high standard and had been done by the Council’s contractor in a very professional way.  The Clerk is to write to WCBC to ask whether they succeeded in making an insurance claim for the damaged shelters removed from Ruthin Road Bwlchgwyn and by the Plantation Brymbo, and if so, why any monies received has not been used to replace these shelters.  
6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS.
Bronwens Green

The Clerk had received a letter from the Secretary of the Sports Association of Brymbo, which thanked the Council for the grant of £1400.00 given to help towards the first years running costs of the project.  The letter expressed concern that because electricity and water connections have still not been made, the changing facility cannot be used.  Cllr Monti said he has spoken to the contractor, who told him that the septic tank was being put in today, and work on a path to connect the changing room with the full size pitch is to be done on Monday.  The contractor had informed him that he is waiting for the contractors for Scottish Power to contact him regarding the electricity connection.  The work has been put out to contractors because Scottish Power have a full work load.  Cllrs  M Shone,  K Monti, and H Williams declared a personal interest, signed the Disclosure Form and left the room.  A discussion took place about the need to have a Lease drawn up between the Council and the Sports Association of Brymbo, and the Clerk is to put the matter in the hands of the Council’s Solicitor.  
Car park adjacent to the School Field at Coed y Felin Road

The Clerk reported that he has spoken to the Council’s Solicitor, who confirmed the Chairman’s opinion recorded in the October minutes.  This is that the License that has been drawn up gives the same rights of access to the partner and immediate family of the owner of Coed y Felin Farm as it does to him.  The Solicitor has now advised that if the License is not accepted and signed by him, the right of access should be withdrawn.  The Clerk was asked to write to Mr Jones of Coed y Felin Farm..
7. LAMPS
A resident of Tanyfron had telephoned the Clerk to report that a light in Roseway has been out for a considerable time.  This had been reported to the Council’s contractors and concern has been expressed that a developer has disconnected it.  The Clerk has asked NWP to investigate further.  Cllr Tilston reported that a lamp on the corner of Brymbo Road/Ruthin Road has been out for 12 months.  The Clerk is to ask NWP for a report.  Cllr A Stapley said that the cost of replacing the damaged lamp on Pool Road seems to be excessive, but the Clerk said that he has been told that this includes the cost of Scottish Power restoring the electricity connection.  Cllr A Stapley reported that a concrete column in Mountainview had been knocked down by an unidentified vehicle.  

8. FOOTPATHS
Geraint Smith reported that WCBC have cleared leaves from FP No 1, and Cllr A Stapley said that a protruding root, that is causing some danger to the users of the path, needs dealing with.  The Clerk has received an e-mail from the Wrexham Local Access Forum stating that they wish to engage with Community Councils in trying to improve public access to land in the County for the purposes of open air recreation.  They propose to hold a meeting in the Brymbo area in May 2008,  and the Clerk is to suggest that the Brymbo Enterprise Centre would be a suitable location for this.  
9. WAR MEMORIALS
Cllr Tilston said he wished to convey the thanks of Bwlchgwyn residents to Geraint Smith for the work that WCBC have done at the Bwlchgwyn War Memorial.  Geraint Smith reported that further tidying work will be carried out prior to the Remembrance Service on Sunday.  The Clerk gave councillors information about the times for the services in the Community, and gave Council representatives wreathes that he had collected from the Royal British Legion. These will be laid at those services.  Cllr Tilston said that he has plans for a larger scheme of work at the Bwlchgwyn Memorial site, and would like to meet WCBC representatives to discuss these.  
10. CHURCHYARDS

The Clerk reported that he has still not received a reply from the Assistant Head of Property ,  The Church in Wales, with regard to the Church Yard at St Mary’s.  A further letter requesting a reply is to be sent.  
11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following planning application was considered –

P/2007/1230 – Rhos-y-Coed  Farm Penrhos Brymbo – Menage & round pen (in retrospect).  Approved.
Cllr Williams reported that with regard to P/2007/ 1153 (listed in the October minutes) she had asked the case officer to include in her report the fact that the Bwlchgwyn Planning Sub-committee only approve the building of low - rise accommodation,  so that the building will be in keeping with the surrounding properties. Any comments on P/2007/1168 & P/2007/1175 (listed in the October minutes) will be deferred until after a Public Meeting has been held.  The Clerk read out a reply from WCBC stating that no action can be taken, at the moment, against internal works been carried out to Engedi Chapel Brymbo.  However, an enquiry has been lodged with the DVLA regarding a lorry seen at the site, and a land registry search is being made to determine ownership.  WCBC operate a scoring system in respect of untidy and vacant land, and the site does not qualify for enforcement action.  Cllr B Stapley said that the Enforcement Officer has paid a visit to Hurricane House.  The Clerk has sent Planning Sub- committee Chairmen copies of a letter from WCBC, which explains the reason for site notices being put up as part of the consultation process for the LDP.  Cllr Shone said that he had attended a seminar in Brynteg, at which the majority who attended agreed that brownfield sites should be developed first and greenfield sites only considered as a last resort.  However, fears were expressed that current planning decisions are resulting in dormitories being created around Wrexham, which because of the lack of adequate retail and community facilities will result in the breakdown of communities. Cllr Davies said that some evidence of this is shown by WCBC not allowing a supermarket to be built on the former steelworks site.  Cllr Monti said that a document must exist that identifies the applicants who have put forward pieces of land for possible development.  The Clerk gave Cllr B Stapley and Cllr Williams copies of recent Chief Planning Officer reports to the WCBC Planning Committee.  The Welsh Assembly has sent a copy of its reasons for refusing the appeal, by Boots the Chemist, against the decision not to allow them to have a pharmacy on the Plas Coch Retail Park.  The Clerk is to write to WCBC to state that the Council cannot comment on the suggested name for a development, on land at Queens Road Brymbo, until it has been informed that planning approval has been granted.  Denbs CC have sent notice of a meeting of the Coed Llandegla Mountain Bike Centre Liaison Group. 

12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – November 2007                                                                          

	1684
	Brymbo WI – Donation  
	
	    100.00

	1685
	Sports Assoc. of Brymbo – Contrib.re maint. Bronwens Green
	
	  1400.00

	1686
	St  Mary’s Church Brymbo PCC – Donation
	
	  1000.00

	1687
	Scottish Power – Energy (Sept)
	
	    567.69

	1688
	NWP Power Systems  - Maintenance (Oct)
	   538.70
	

	
	                                    - Repairs 
	   352.50
	    891.20

	1689
	WCBC – Contribution to refurb.  of  Mountain View Play Area
	
	  4000.00

	1690
	A R Cardiff – Salary 
	
	    405.22

	1691
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI 
	
	    124.93 

	1692
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages 
	
	      14.62

	1693
	Mr T Crofts – Maintenance of War Memorial Bwlchgwyn (Oct)
	
	    100.00

	 1694      
	Micro Plus Computers – Ink cartridges
	
	      44.97

	
	
	
	


13. DONATIONS
The list of donation requests to be discussed at the December meeting was agreed.  A letter of thanks has been received from Phab for the donation given in support of the Hope House sponsored wheelchair push.
14. URBAN 2 2005 CONSULTATION PROJECT

Cllr Shone said that when this consultation was carried out by the WCBC Community Development Team, in partnership with the Youth Service, the focus for the Report produced was on the16-65 year olds age group.  Cllr B Stapley said that younger people felt left out and local young people had expressed dissatisfaction with this.  Cllr Shone said that the Community Development Team now realise this was an omission, and are hoping to secure funding to undertake a consultation which will focus on young people under 16.  The Clerk is to invite the WCBC Community Development Co-ordinator to a Council meeting in the near future so that councillors can be informed about the nature of this proposed initiative.  Cllr Williams said that the young people of Brymbo feel let down by the number of times that Brymbo Youth Club has been closed on Youth Club nights. 


15. PROPOSED BENCH SEAT FOR BWLCHGWYN
Cllr Tilston reported that he has been asked, by the Bwlchgwyn Residents Association, if the Council would be prepared to fund the purchase of a seat, in memory of a member of the former Friends of Bwlchgwyn.  This would be sited at an appropriate location in the village.  The Council has powers to do this, and in principle it was agreed to provide the funding.  Health and safety issues will determine the location, and Cllr Tilston is to investigate possible sites and report back at the December meeting. 
16. BRYMBO ENTERPRISE CENTRE
Cllr Shone declared a personal interest and signed the Declaration.  The Clerk reminded councillors that a decision made at the AGM was that Council meetings scheduled for Brymbo are to be held in the Enterprise Centre.  The Clerk said that he has spoken to the Manager of the Centre, and has been informed that the cost of hiring a suitable room is £20.00.  Cllr Moran has in previous years, with the gratitude of the Council, taken on the catering for the Xmas buffet that has taken place at the conclusion of the December meeting.  Health and safety regulations applicable to the Centre may not allow any outside catering arrangements, and this is to be investigated.
17. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –

Wrexham Town & Community Council Forum – Date of next meeting 11 December 2007.  One Voice Wales – Area Committee Meeting held 1 November.  2 copies of Sept. issue of The Voice.   Clip – How to Chair a meeting course.  To take place on 12 and 19 November in Brynteg Memorial Centre.   Janet Ryder AC/AN – Letter asking for views on affordable housing.   Hyder Consulting – Letter re meeting held on 30 October regarding Regional Waste Plans.  Waste Recycling Group Ltd –Copies of Newsletter on Recycle and Compost.   CAB – Invite to Annual Meeting 12 December 2007.   WCBC – Copy of the Draft Licensing Policy 2007 Revision.   Play for Wales – Autumn 2007 issue.   Open Space – Autumn 2007 issue.   Wrexham Play Network – Poster for event on 15 November.
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 11 December 2007 at 7.00 pm in Brymbo Enterprise Centre.
                                                                                                 SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………
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