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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 11 OCTOBER 2007 IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE TANYFRON
Present      -      Cllr M Shone (Chairman)

Brymbo Ward Councillors – N Davies, D Greenaway, D Moran, A Stapley, B Stapley. Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – P Thomas.  Vron Ward Councillors – A Birch, D Griffiths, S Wynne.  Police – PCSO Mike Camplin.  WCBC – Dave Cupit (Streetscene Area Engineer), Geraint Smith (Streetscene Area Co-ordinator)
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs G Jones, K Monti, H Williams, and County Borough Councillor N Price.  The Clerk reported that he had spoken to Cllr Jones who has expressed her fears that she may not be able to carry out her duties fully as a councillor because of ill health.  It was agreed that she should be asked to continue if she can.  Cllr Monti has recently been hospitalised, but is now out of hospital and recovering.

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 September were confirmed as a true record, and signed by the Chairman.  The Clerk was thanked for delivering the Agenda and minutes by hand because of the postal strike.  He was presented with a cake, made by Mrs Susan Stapley, in recognition of his 30 years service as Clerk to the Council.
1. POLICING 
Pcso Camplin said that Pc Tim Hughes and Pcso Gemma Hellyn send their apologies for not attending the meeting, because they are on a training course.  Pcso Camplin gave a crime report for the month of September.  Brymbo Ward - 15 reported crimes, the most significant of which involved adult domestics and incidents of reported suspicious circumstances.  8 reports had been received of anti-social behaviour.  Bwlchgwyn Ward – 6 reported crimes involving road related incidents, and malicious communications.  There was 1 reported incident of ant-social behaviour.  A police surgery is now up and running in the Community Centre at 1.00 pm.on the second and last Monday of every month.  Vron Ward  - 4 reported crimes involving theft from a vehicle and burglary.  There had been 6 reported incidents of anti-social behaviour.  The Clerk said that he has spoken to the temporary caretaker of Tanyfron Community Centre to-night, and was told that he is tendering his resignation because of recent incidents involving youths attending the Youth Club.  Pcso Camplin said that Pcso Hellyn will be visiting the Youth Club in the near future as there will be an initiative involving youth clubs linking together to undertake projects, with rewards being offered by the Youth Service.  Pcso Camplin said he would also speak to the Tanyfron Youth Club Leader.  He reported that there have been increased patrols in Brymbo particular in Argoed, and warnings have been given about vehicles parking on pavements.  The situation will be monitored and penalty tickets will be issued to persistent offenders.  Cllr B Stapley reported that further vandalism has occurred to the changing rooms on the Mountain View playing field.  Cllr Thomas asked why there was no litter picker operating in Bwlchgwyn.  Dave Cupit said that there is now one in Brymbo and the aim is each area will have one when funding becomes available.  He said a mobile sweeper operates in Tanyfron.  The Clerk reported that Cllr Jones has said that she is unable to continue as the Councils representative on the Police and Community Forum (PCF),who have a meeting tonight. On the 23 October the Wrexham Town and Community Council Forum have arranged a Special Meeting to discuss Neighbourhood Policing, and Cllr Davies is to let the Clerk know if he can attend.  The Chairman thanked Pcso Camplin for attending the meeting.
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE                    No further information.


3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Shone reported that planning applications have been submitted by WCBC for a MUGA for two sites, Cae Merfyn and Meadow View Tanyfron.  He said the intention is to receive feedback from the Community regarding the selection of one of these sites.  He said that some residents have verbally expressed objections to the siting of a MUGA in Tanyfron, but they need to understand that if they oppose it the funding for the facility will go elsewhere and the youths of Tanyfron, having already lost a playing field because of development, will be deprived of a replacement facility.  Cllr Moran said that there has been a kick about area at the rear of her property in Brymbo for many years, and although dilapidated it is well used by young people and has not caused any real problems.  It was agreed that Cllr Birch is to organise another Public Meeting in Tanyfron to discuss and determine the response of residents to the planning applications.  Geraint Smith said that WCBC would like to know if there are any areas that councillors wish to see planted with spring bulbs.  Councillors are to provide locations

.  
4. ROADS 
The Clerk has received a copy of a 40mph Speed Limit Order for New Road Lodge.  Cllr Shone said that the design has been agreed for the extension of the Brymbo Link Road, and the legal work to comply with the S106 agreement is currently being undertaken.  It is anticipated that construction will commence next Spring.  Cllr Griffiths asked the Clerk to write to WCBC to ask whether the 40mph limit can be extended on the Brymbo Link Road to the bottom entrance to Tanyfron in order to deter excessive speeding on this section of road.   Dave Cupit said that under next years budget community councils will be consulted on their priorities for road resurfacing work to be done in their areas.  He promised Cllr Griffiths that he will inspect the top end of Park Road, the surface of which has been left unsatisfactory as a result of workings by utilities.  Cllr Thomas said he wished to express his appreciation for the recent work done in Bwlchgwyn by WCBC, and general appreciation was expressed about the work being done by the Streetscene Team.  Cllr B Stapley asked if the underside of Ocknells Bridge can be painted to improve the vision for motorists.  Dave Cupit said that this cannot be done because it is a listed building, but he will see whether the lights under the bridge can be upgraded. Cllr B Stapley said he was concerned about the way dog owners are not clearing up after their animals, and mentioned Cheshire View as one area in question.  Cllr Davies said that more dog bins and litter bins are needed, particularly in the vicinity of Blast Road.  Cllr Griffiths said that horses are causing the same problem.  Councillors are to provide the Clerk with a list of locations that require dog and litter bins at the November meeting.  Dave Cupit said that WCBC are prepared to organise “Action Days” in communities if requested, which would be attended by their staff and would target problems like litter and graffiti. 
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS 
WCBC are to be given permission to attach a bus stop sign to the Council’s bus shelter in Cae Merfyn/St Albans View.  Repairs to this shelter have now been completed.  The Clerk is to send another letter to WCBC to request road markings at the pull-in by the shelter on Park Road to deter motorists from parking there. A letter from WCBC confirms that there is still not enough funding for  replacement shelters for by the OAP bungalows Fynnon Nephel, Bwlchgwyn or by the Plantation, Brymbo.  However, there is a chance that funding may become available from the Regional Transport Grant paid by the Welsh Assembly, which will not be allocated until April 2008.  The Clerk said that the roof of the Councils stone shelter in High Street has been repaired.  
6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS.
Bronwens Green

The application by the Sports Association of Brymbo for some support funding, to help with the initial running costs for the first years operations of the facility was discussed.  Cllr Shone declared a personal interest, signed the appropriate form, and withdrew from the meeting.  The Clerk had sent copies of the Association’s Financial Plan to councillors.  Cllr A Stapley questioned the necessity for purchasing a mower at £400 to cut the junior pitch, and thought that the contractors could do this when cutting the full size pitch.  The Clerk said he has been told that the larger machine does not cut the junior pitch well enough, and this was confirmed by Cllr B Stapley.

RESOLVED - It was proposed by Cllr B Stapley, seconded by Cllr Birch, and agreed that the Council will give a donation of £1,400.00 to the Sports Association to assist them in funding the first years running costs.  The Playing Fields Budget of £750.00 is to be used and £250.00 is to be used from the Vron Ward Fund, with the remaining £400.00 to be taken from the Brymbo Ward Fund.
The Clerk gave councillors a copy of the contractor’s original estimate for the work to be carried out at the site, and a breakdown of what has already been spent.  A small amount of the funding set aside for the Bronwens Green Playing Field Project is left, and it was agreed that to finance the remaining capital cost to complete the Project some of the capital contingency reserved in the budget should be utilised.  The Council have paid in advance for the electricity and water connections, which have not yet been done, but the contractor has stated that this will be completed in the near future.  Cllr B Stapley expressed reservations about the water pipe being put alongside the drainage ditch, and thought that it could freeze in inclement weather.
Car park adjacent to the School Field at Coed y Felin Road

The Clerk reported that following his letter to Mr Jones of Coed y Felin Farm he had received a telephone call from Mr Jones, who said that the reason for him asking for the License Agreement to be made out for the property is to give the same access rights to his partner and family as exists for him.  The Clerk said he had spoken to the Council’s solicitor who had told him that this could be incorporated into the Agreement but would still not give permanent rights to the property.  The Chairman said that he understood that the Agreement in its current form also allowed the same rights to Mr Jone’s partner and children.
Meadow View Play Area
Cllr Birch asked Cllr Shone to investigate why the swings have been taken away and why the play area has not yet been re-equipped.  

7. LAMPS
Cllr A Stapley reported that a replacement lamp has been installed for the column damaged by a vehicle on Pool Road, and the vandalised lamp on the kick about area at Blast Road has also been replaced.  

8. FOOTPATHS
Cllr A Stapley reported to Geraint Smith that the Red Path (FP No1) is in a poor condition and needs attention.  Dave Cupit said that an order has been made out for repairs to FP No10.  He said that when next years budget is allocated WCBC will be consulting community councils on their priorities for footpath repairs in their area.  Cllr B Stapley asked the Clerk to put in a Public Rights of Way Problem Report for FP no 8, which is overgrown.
9. WAR MEMORIALS
The Council’s insurers have quoted for insuring the monument and wall at Bwlchgwyn Memorial.

 This is £247.99 for the unexpired portion of the current annual policy.

RESOLVED – It was proposed by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Moran, and agreed, that this should be paid.  

The repair work to the wall and the dropped kerbs to facilitate disability access has now been completed, and the Streetscene Team were thanked for the speed with which this work was carried out.  

10. CHURCHYARDS
The cost of the additional cuts to the grass at St Mary’s Churchyard Brymbo was discussed and a letter from the PCC was read out by the Clerk.  
RESOLVED – It was proposed by Cllr Birch, seconded by Cllr B Stapley, and agreed, that the Council will donate £1000.00 to the PCC towards the cost of maintenance of the Churchyard.

11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following planning applications were considered - 
P/2007/1096 – Former Brymbo Steelworks Blast Rd Brymbo – Erection of 9 dwellings.  Approved.
P/2007/1120 – 3 – 4 Wern Brymbo – Demolition of existing outhouse & construction of 2 storey extension & internal adaptation.  Approved.
P/2007/1136 – Brymbo Sports & Social Complex Ltd College Hill Tanyfron – Construction of smoking area & sun terrace (in retrospect)  Approved.
P/2007/1153 – Land adjacent to The Ferns Wesley Rd Bwlchgwyn – Outline application for residential development (2 detached dwellings).  Further consideration is to be given to this.
P/2007/1168 – Amenity land off Meadow View Tanyfron – Multi use games area.  This is to be discussed further at the November meeting.
P/007/1175 – Amenity land Cae Merfyn – Multi use games area.  This is to be discussed further at the November meeting.
No objection has been registered to applications P/2007/0930, 0931, 0934, 0955, which were listed in the minutes of the September meeting.  Observations had been made regarding P/2007/0978 also listed in the minutes of the September meeting.  The Clerk had sent Cllr Williams a copy of a recent report of the Chief Planning Officer to the WCBC Planning Committee.  The Clerk had received copies of recent WCBC planning decisions.  Cllr Davies said that work is being carried out to the inside of the former Engedi Chapel on High Street, and that the outside of the building is very untidy.  The Clerk said that he has written to the Chief Planning Officer about this.  Cllr B Stapley asked the Clerk to write to WCBC to ask them to investigate what work is being carried out to Hurricane House, when it appears that no planning permission has been given.  Cllr Shone is to investigate the situation regarding the site off Queens Road for which an environmental report was done, but for which planning approval has not yet been given.  The Clerk said he had received information from WCBC regarding the LDP 2006/21 Preferred Strategy Consultation.  This included locations and dates for drop in consultation sessions.
12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – October 2007                                                                                        

	1674
	NWP Power Systems  - Maintenance (Sept)
	   538.70
	

	
	                                    - Repairs & veg trimming
	   121.20
	   659.90

	1675
	Allianz Insurance – Addit. Premium re War Memorial Bwlchgwyn
	
	   247.99

	1676
	Containercare – Transport/cranes for sports pavilion 
	
	 2467.50

	1677
	UHY Hacker Young – External Audit Fee 2006/7
	
	   470.00

	1678
	Mr T Crofts – Main. War Memorial Bwlchgwyn (Sept)
	   100.00
	

	
	                    - Repair to bus shelter roof High Street                                                                                                       
	   120.00
	

	
	                    - Repair of bus shelter St Albans View/Cae Merfyn
	   650.00
	   870.00

	1679
	Encore Office Systems – Photocopier maint. (Aug-Oct)
	     35.25
	

	
	                                      - Photo copying paper
	     16.16
	      51.41

	1680
	A R Cardiff – Salary
	
	    405.22

	1681
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI
	
	    124.93

	1682
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages
	
	      11.26

	1683
	Royal British Legion – Wreaths/donation for Remembrance Day
	
	    120.00


13. REVIEW OF COMMUNITY BOUNDARIES IN WREXHAM COUNTY BOROUGH

The Clerk has received the Report and Proposals of the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales, and this was inspected by councillors.  The Clerk is to write to the Commission to inform them that the Council are of the opinion that a section of the boundary shown in a map in appendix H should be re-aligned.  
14. ANNUAL RETURN 2006/7

The Clerk gave councillors copies of a letter from UHY Hacker Young, the External Auditors, that informed the Council that the Annual Return has been audited and shows a clean report.  The Clerk said that he has also completed the Notice of Conclusion of Audit for public display, and a Statement of Assurance.  The Clerk also gave councillors a copy of the Statement of Accounts.
15. BRYMBO HERITAGE GROUP

Cllr B Stapley said that councillors are invited by the Group to attend a display of artefacts at the former Brymbo Steelworks site on Wednesday 17 October.  The guest of honour will be a member of the Royal Family.

16. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –

WCBC Civic Support Services – Menu for Mayor’s Charity Ball.  WCBC Communications Manager – Posters and leaflets for Pride in your Streets initiative.  AVOW – Training course for “Running your Community Building “on 17 October.  Northern Marches Cymru – Copies of Supporting Social Enterprise (Sept. 2007 issue)  Welsh Assembly – Fire & Rescue Authorities Performance Indicators 2007/8.  Wrexham Community Safety Unit – Local Authorities (Alcohol Consumption in Designated Public Places) Regulations 2007.  Hyder Consulting UK Ltd – Meeting for community groups on 30 October re Regional Waste Plan review process.  Clwyd Community Health Council – Annual Report 2006/7.  Alzheimer’s Society – Wrexham & District Newsletter issue 21.  Society of Local Council Clerks – Minutes of meeting 21 September.  WCBC – Connect Autumn 2007 issue.
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
The next meeting is on Thursday 8 November 2007 at 7.00pm. in Tanyfron Community Centre. 
                                                                                                 SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………
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