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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2008 IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE BWLCHGWYN.

Present      -      Cllr S Tilston (Chairman)

Brymbo Ward Councillors – K Ashton, N Davies, K Monti, P Rogers, M Shone, A Stapley, B Stapley, H Williams. Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – B Woodfine-Jones, N Price.  Vron Ward Councillors –S Wynne. County Borough Councillor – D Kelly.  Police – Pc Tim Hughes. Pc Nadia Hutchinson, Pcso Mike Camplin.  
An apology for absence had been received from Cllr D Griffiths.  An apology had also been received from Geraint Smith (WCBC Streetscene Area Co-ordinator) who had informed the Clerk that because of a WCBC payments dispute regarding attendance at evening meetings, he will not be attending future meetings until the matter is resolved. The minutes of the meeting held on 8 July 2008 were confirmed as a true record, with one amendment.  Cllr Williams said that in Minute 4 under Roads she had referred to the Wern not Pleasant Lane.  The Chairman signed the minutes. The Clerk read out a letter from Peter Thomas who did not seek re-election as a councillor at the May elections.  He gave his best regards to all members of the Council who he said do a fantastic job for their communities.  The Clerk also read out a letter from Karen Sinclair AM, thanking him for the kind message of support and informing the Council that her treatment during illness is going well and her Doctors are pleased with her progress.  
1. POLICING 
Pc Tim Hughes gave a crime report for the month of July and August.  Brymbo – (July) 14 reported incidents the most significant of which was criminal damage.  There had been 3 reports of anti social behaviour.  (August) 11 reported incidents the most significant being criminal damage, common assault, and theft.  Bwlchgwyn – (July) 3 reported incidents.  (August)  5 reported incidents the most significant of which was burglary other than from a dwelling.  The June figures, which were not reported in July, showed 2 incidents reported.  Vron – (July) 3 reported incidents and 4 reports of anti social behaviour.  (August) 2 reported incidents of anti social behaviour.  Pc Hughes said that updates from the last meeting include the seizure of a moped in Brymbo which had been ridden by a youth and passenger without helmets.  He hopes the public can give the police any information they have on similar incidents and on any thefts from gardens. He said that the installation of a police camera has had a significant effect on reducing incidents of anti social behaviour in Park Road Tanyfron.  Pc Hughes said that operation Cinnamon which took place in Brymbo on 4 September was attended by a number of agencies, and had been a great success and that a press release will follow tomorrow.  Under age drinking in the Brymbo area has been targeted by the police and shops visited.  Pcso Camplin reported that in Bwlchgwyn there is a problem with vehicles parking on the pavement outside the Community Centre. Some action has been taken, and a vehicle has been seized from the driver of a car who has been caught speeding on a number of occasions.  Some test purchasing of alcohol will be carried out in the village at a local public house.  The Chairman said that he is pleased to see police patrols being carried out in Bwlchgwyn in the evenings, which must give the public confidence.  The Clerk read out a letter from WCBC, which states that they are consulting various authorities regarding the introduction of an Order to control the consumption of alcohol in public places (alcohol control zones) across the County Borough.  Cllr Shone said that in his capacity as a Borough Councillor he signed an Order last February, which identified the whole of Brymbo Community as an alcohol control zone.  The Clerk is to remind WCBC of this.  The Chairman thanked the police officers for attending the meeting and giving their reports.  
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE
The Clerk said that a Special Meeting of the Sub-committee was held on the 22 July.  Cllr Rogers had reported that the Chief Development Officer WCBC had agreed to match fund up to £5,000.00, the cost of hiring consultants for investigating how the building can be utilised.  He said that the help of the West Wrexham Community Development Team has also been offered.  Cllr Rogers and Cllr Davies were due to meet an officer of the Team with the Chief Development Officer on the 8 September, but this meeting has been re-arranged for another date. 


3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Rogers reported that there are currently housing issues in Brymbo, and he is liaising with WCBC to try to effect improvements this year.  He confirmed that some work will be carried out by WCBC to Tanyfron Community Centre, and asked if the Council is prepared to fund new facia boards at a cost of £1300.00 
RESOLVED  - It was proposed by Cllr Wynne, seconded by Cllr Monti, and agreed, that the Council will fund this cost and this is to be provided for out of the Vron Ward Fund.  Cllr B Stapley said he still unhappy with the fact that none of the capital receipts from the sale of the Brymbo Community Centre site have been ring fenced for improvements in the Community area.  Cllr Rogers said that youth service meetings have been held to discuss the youth provision in Brymbo and Tanyfron.  He informed the Council that a classroom ceiling had collapsed in Brymbo School, and a survey is to be made and repairs will be done in the October half term.  Cllr A Stapley that he was dismayed to hear that the beat sweeper for Brymbo & Tanyfron is to be withdrawn and said that the temporary closure of the Brymbo re-cycling site could lead to more fly tipping.  Cllr Rogers is to determine if the beat sweeper is to be replaced.  Cllr B Stapley reported that he had attended a meeting regarding the closure of the Brymbo Re-cycling site, and the meeting was informed that the nearest alternative will be Bryn Lane or Plas Madoc.  Cllr Kelly said that he has liaised with Cllr Rogers regarding the provision of youth services.  He said that the matter is at the review stage and there is a possibility that some youth facilities will be closed and super centres created.  He said that he will try to identify which youth centres are likely to attract investment and whether there is likely to be a greater focus on an outreach provision.  Other matters reported by the County Borough Councillors are contained under the appropriate minute heading.
4. ROADS 
Cllr Kelly reported that environmental audits have been conducted by WCBC as part of a new strategy, and that Streetscene are carrying out an appraisal and are likely to co-ordinate a series of future meetings looking at how improvements can be made in communities.  Cllr Woodfine-Jones said that he had sent an Email to the Streetscene Area Co-ordinator to make him aware of certain existing problems in Bwlchgwyn, such as overgrown vegetation that need attending to.  The Chairman said he has asked WCBC to provide cost estimates for some potential improvement to roads etc in Bwlchgwyn.  Cllr B Stapley reported that he has succeeded in having a portaloo removed from Edwards Avenue as it was likely to become a target for vandalism
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS 
The Clerk gave a report of a site meeting held in Bwlchgwyn to discuss the provision of new bus shelters.  This was also attended by an officer of WCBC , Cllr Woodfine –Jones, and members of the Residents Group.  The location is on Ruthin Road at the far end of Nant Road, and because the bus route is classified as a strategic route funding is available to provide new shelters on both sides of the road.  An order has been made by WCBC.  There will need to be some land clearance to accommodate the shelters and the Council is to seek quotations for this  A request for a shelter near to the junction with Stryt Maelor has been refused on health and safety grounds, but WCBC are looking to provide some new stops on the route and upgrade others.  Cllr Monti said that he is not happy with the refusal by WCBC to replace the shelter taken away from the Plantation as children wait at the stop to be transported to school.  Cllr Rogers said he will discuss this with the Transportation Section, and the matter is to be put on the Agenda for the October meeting.  The Clerk reported that WCBC had sent details of an amended bus timetable because of the closure of Station Road from 4 August.  Cllr Wynne reported that the bus stop road markings promised for lay-bys in Tanyfron Road and College Hill have still not been done, and Cllr Rogers said he will look into this.
6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS       No further information.
7. LAMPS
Cllr Woodfine-Jones reported that he has asked for a quote for a new lamp to illuminate one of the new bus shelters that is to be installed on Ruthin Road.  The Clerk gave Cllr A Stapley copies of fault reports that NWP have submitted to SP Power Systems for lamp No 99 on Edwards Avenue.  The Clerk read out a letter from Broughton Community Council, which stated that they have received a quote from WCBC of £1690.00 plus Vat for upgrading the lamps under Ocknells Bridge.  The quote includes the cost of putting up traffic lights while the work is being carried out.  Broughton Council wish to know if the Council is prepared to make a contribution towards the cost 

RESOLVED – After councillors appraised the new lamps budget Cllr A Stapley proposed a contribution of £500.00, seconded by Cllr B Stapley, and agreed.  The Clerk is to inform Broughton Council, who are to be asked for a copy of the cost estimate.


8. FOOTPATHS
The Chairman said that he has put a lot of effort into trying to re-open FP No 80 in Bwlchgwyn, and this has lead to success.  He said that he has established a good working relationship with WCBC, and had thanked those people who have assisted him in endeavouring to keep Bwlchgwyn  public footpaths open.  Cllr Rogers said that it is likely that the Rights of Way Section WCBC will be contacting the Council in the near future regarding the maintenance of public footpaths following the work done for the Community Paths Project.  Cllr A Stapley reported that the surface of FP 1 & 2 (Red Path) is covered in leaves which are a hazard to path users.  The Clerk said that a number of reports have been submitted for this path, and Cllr Rogers said he will take the matter up with WCBC.  
9. WAR MEMORIALS
It was agreed that the Clerk will order the same number of wreaths as last year from The Royal British Legion for Remembrance Day services.  

10. CHURCHYARDS               No further information.
11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS  The following planning applications were considered by the Council –                                                                                                                                               P/2008/0753 – Land adjacent to 1 White Oaks Bwlchgwyn – outline application for erection of detached dwelling.  An observation has been made, and Cllr Kelly said a site meeting is to be held by the WCBC Planning Committee.
P/2008/0774 – Reservoir Llewelyn Road Tanyfron – new pump house and emergency generator. Approved.
P/2008/0789 – 1 Nant Road Bwlchgwyn – single storey extension to dwelling  Approved.
P/2008/0854 – Former Community Centre Bryn Y Ffynnon Brymbo – demolition of existing Community Centre and erection of 3 two bedroom dwellings.  Cllr Rogers has raised certain concerns regarding parking provisions.  
P/2008/0880 – Roselands Ruthin Road Bwlchgwyn – erection of conservatory.  Approved.
P/2008/0902 – Llys Aled Ruthin Road Bwlchgwyn – rear porch and replacement garage.  Approved.
P/2008/0943 – Former site of Steelworks Brymbo – residential development (17 dwellings)  Approved.
P/2008/0945 – Harwd Road/Bryn Road Brymbo – erection of 3 detached dwellings.  Approved.
Cllr Kelly said that the LDP will reach draft stage by the end of the year and the Council will have the opportunity to make further responses.  He said that he is liaising with Cllr Rogers but feels that the LDP will not be a radical plan.  In response to comments made by Cllr Woodfine-Jones about further development at the Flash  Bwlchgwyn, Cllr Kelly said he will take the matter up with Planning Enforcement.  The Clerk gave Cllr Tilston copies of reports by the Chief Planning Officer to the WCBC Planning Committee.  He also gave Ward  Planning Sub-committee Chairmen a copy of a response that Karen Sinclair AM has received from the Welsh Assembly Minister for Environment, Sustainability and Housing, regarding WCBC’s consultancy strategy for potential development sites.   The Clerk has received copies of recent WCBC planning decisions.
12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – September 2008                                                                                       

	1782
	Scottish Power – Energy (June)                                                                       
	   569.26
	

	
	                         -  Energy July)
	   569.26
	  1138.52

	1783
	NWP Power Systems – New lamp (Footpath at Bwlchgwyn CC) 
	 2097.38
	

	
	                                    - Maintenance (July)  
	   538.70
	

	
	                                    - Repairs
	   244.26
	

	
	                                    - Maintenance (Aug)
	   538.70 
	  3419.04

	1784
	NWM Media Ltd – Adverts for Clerk                                                                                                                    
	
	    521.70

	1785
	Tony Crofts – Maintenance of Memorial Bwlchgwyn (July & Aug)
	
	    200.00 

	1786
	BTRT – Hire of room for 22 July
	
	      20.00

	1787
	A R Cardiff – Salary
	
	    425.89

	1788
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI
	
	    116.51

	1789
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages
	
	      29.54

	1790
	Wrexham & District CAB  - Outreach Service 2008/9 
	
	  3205.06

	1791
	Royal British Legion – Wreaths for Remembrance Day Services
	
	    120.00

	1792
	BT – Telephone account
	
	    127.33

	
	
	
	

	
	RECEIPTS
	
	

	
	WCBC – Precept 2007/8 (2nd Instalment) 
	
	21278.34

	
	HM Revenue & Customs – Refund of Vat 2007/8
	
	10544.49 


13. DONATIONS
The Clerk gave councillors an up to date analysis of the amount spent from the donations budget.  The following donations were agreed – 

Tai Owens Sheltered Units - £100.00 proposed by Cllr Monti, seconded by Cllr Williams, and agreed.  Cllr Ashton declared an interest and signed the appropriate form.

Brymbo WI - £100.00 proposed by Cllr A Stapley, seconded by Cllr Monti, and agreed.

Brymbo Methodist Chapel - £100.00 proposed by Cllr Monti, seconded by Cllr A Stapley, and agreed.  Cllr Rogers proposed an amendment of £300.00, seconded by Cllr B Stapley.  A vote was taken and the amendment was defeated by 7 votes to 2.  

Wales Air Ambulance - £100.00 proposed by Cllr B Stapley, seconded by Cllr Davies, and agreed.

Shelter - £50.00 proposed by Cllr A Stapley, seconded by Cllr Woodfine-Jones, and agreed.

Donation requests from St Christopher School, Acton Park Angling Club, and Childline Wales were not considered as accounts had been asked for but not provided.  Letters of thanks for donations and grants given by the Council have been received from All Saints Church Southsea PCC and Brymbo Angling Club.  Groundwork have written to say that their funding bid to WREN was unsuccessful and they are looking for an alternative provider.  They have asked if the Council would still be willing to donate the £50.00 that had previously been agreed for the Plas Power Biodiversity Community Events Programme.  It was agreed that the Council will do this, and the Clerk is to ask for details of events that will involve residents of the Community.  
14. APPOINTMENT OF CLERK

The Chairman reported that the Clerk had put an advert for the post of Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer in the Evening and Weekend Leaders with a closing date of 28 August.  The Chairman said that he had sent out 10 application forms to interested parties and had received 4 completed forms back.  He said that 3 candidates will be interviewed on Thursday 11 September and the fourth applicant, who cannot attend on this date, will be invited for interview if an appointment is not made on Thursday.  It was agreed at the July meeting that interviews will be conducted by a panel consisting of the Chairman, Vice-chairman, and the Clerk, as it was thought that this was preferable to having a large interviewing panel.  
15. CLOSURE THREAT TO TANYFRON POST OFFICE
Cllr Rogers reported that he had organised a Public Meeting, which took place at Tanyfron Community Centre on 19 August.  He said that it was disappointing that there had been a low turn out, but useful feedback had been received from residents who attended the meeting.  The meeting was also attended by the WCBC Rural Regeneration & Tourism Officer, who agreed to arrange a delivery of response forms that would be distributed to residents of Tanyfron.  He will also make a response to Post Office Ltd based upon views expressed and recorded at the Public Meeting, as the time limit imposed means that the consultation ends on the 15 September 2008.  Cllr Ashton said that he understood that if the Post Office is closed an alternative service should be made available.  
16. BRYMBO STEELWORKS SITE LIAISON COMMITTEE

Cllr Rogers reported that at the Liaison Committee meeting, which took place last night, the main issue discussed was what can be done to secure funding for the spine road.  Delay had occurred because of disagreements between BDL and WCBC on the content of the Section 106 Agreement, which has still not been signed.  The Clerk said that he had sent BDL a copy of a reply to his letter from the Chief Executive Officer WCBC.  The Clerk’s letter asked why little progress has been made in funding the provision of a spine road.  BDL have now written to the Chief Executive Officer to take issue with certain statements made in her letter  At the Liaison Committee meeting these matters were discussed, and it was concluded that the way forward was for both parties to co-operate in producing a solution to finding a funding source for the spine road, which is not likely to come from an enabling development, because of the current state of the housing market.  One possibility discussed was that if Brymbo could be designated as a district centre in the LDP as this might produce a funding source out of the possible development of a retail park.  Cllr Shone said that there would be access and transport implications that will need to be assessed for this type of development.  At the conclusion of the meeting it was decided that BDL will now seek an up to date estimate for the cost of construction of a spine road, and BDL and WCBC are to consult and try to determine how it can be financed.  Cllr Rogers suggested that the WCBC Strategic Director for Economic Development should be invited to a future Council meeting, and Cllr B Stapley thought that the help of local MPs, MEPs, and AMs should also be sought.  
17. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –
WCBC – Agenda for Wrexham Town and Community Council Forum meeting held on 31 July and minutes of the meeting held on 18 February 2008.  Invitation to a meeting on 4 September re civil parking enforcement, community transport, and public transport.  WCBC – Participatory Budgeting Workshop arranged for 23 September 2008. The Chairman will attend this.  WCBC – Latest work programmes for their five Scrutiny Committees.  WCBC (Archives) – Invite to meeting 18 September to discuss review of archive services.  The Clerk gave Cllr Williams the information.  WCBC (Chief Environment Officer) – Re changes to bin collection days.  County of Clwyd – Recruitment event for potential magistrates to be held on 22 October at Wrexham Magistrates Court at 6.00 pm.  Civic Support Officer – Mayor’s Charity Ball – to be held on Friday 31 October 2008.

One Voice Wales – Agenda for Area Committee meeting to be held on 22 September 2008, and minutes of the meeting held on 11 June.  Conference update.  Wrexham & District CAB – Annual Meeting 9 October 2008.  Clip – Autumn 2008 Programme.  Groundwork – Open Day held 2 September.  North Wales Association for Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus – Service of Thanksgiving 14 Sept.  Welsh Assembly – 3 copies of Final Guidance re Relationship building and charters for unitary authorities and community and town councils.  Value Wales – Copy of Your Guide to our Frameworks.  Northern Marches Cymru – Copies of Summer 2008 issue of Supporting Social Enterprise.  SLCC – Notice of AGM 18 October 2008.  Ramblers Assoc. – Copies of Walk Autumn 2008 & Welsh Rambler issue no 69.  AVOW – July/August 2008 Newsletter.  WCBC – One Wrexham Charter of Belonging.  Connect Summer 2008 issue.  Play for Wales – Summer 2008 issue.  Tai Clwyd – Annual Report 2007/8.
The meeting closed at 10.00 pm.  The next monthly meeting is on Tuesday 14 October at 7.00 pm in the Enterprise Centre Brymbo.

                                                                                                 SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………

Page 1 of 6
Page 6 of 6

