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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2007 IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE BWLCHGWYN.
Present      -      Cllr M Shone (Chairman)
Brymbo Ward Councillors – N Davies, D Greenaway, K Monti, D Moran, A Stapley, B Stapley.
Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – S Tilston, P Thomas, H Williams. Vron Ward Councillors – S Wynne. County Borough Councillor – N Price.  Police – Pc Tim Hughes, PCSO Gemma Hellyn.  WCBC -  Streetscene Area Coordinator Geraint Smith. 
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs G Jones and D Griffiths.  Cllr B Stapley said that his reference to an under spend  of  police funding in minute 1 of the July minutes should read under spend of Community First funding.  The minutes of the meeting held on 10 July 2007 were confirmed as a true record with this one amendment, and signed by the Chairman.
1. POLICING 
Pc Tim Hughes gave the Clerk a copy of the crime figures for the month of July and August.  Brymbo Ward  – 13 reported crimes involving assaults, burglary, damage to property, and theft.  12 reported incidents of anti social behaviour.  Bwlchgwyn Ward – 5 reported incidents involving theft of a vehicle, theft, and road traffic collisions.  2 reports of anti social behaviour.  Vron Ward – 1 report of damage to property, and 3 reported incidents of anti social behaviour.  There is to be a police surgery on Wednesday 12 September.  The Clerk read out a reply from Inspector Clark, which stated that patrolling on foot does limit a PCSO’s ability to respond to an incident some distance away, but if a call is made to the control room a mobile response team would attend to this.  He said that he wants PCSO’s to patrol on foot, to be accessible, and to provide a reassuring presence to the Community.  Cllr Price said that residents of Bwlchgwyn had expressed satisfaction with this higher profile, and councillors agreed that more visibility policing is taking place.  Pc Hughes said that selected PCSO’s are now being given driving authorisation.  Cllr A Stapley expressed concerns about vehicles parking on the pavement in Penygraig Road and Argoed, and Pc Hughes said that if owners are identified tickets will be issued.  Cllr Williams reported that a car with a for sale sign shown is being parked on the pavement adjacent to the new dwellings on the former Brymbo British Legion site, and people with push chairs are having to negotiate it by going on to the road.  She asked the officers to take action.  The Clerk has received a copy of the Chief Constables Annual Report to the Police Authority for 2006/7.  The Clerk said that Cllr Jones has received notification of the next Police Authority Community Forum (PACF) meeting, which is scheduled for Thursday 11 October at the Guildhall.  The Chairman thanked the officers for attending the meeting.
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE                    No further information.
3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Shone and Cllr Price both expressed concerns about dog owners not clearing up after their animals in certain areas of the Community.  Geraint Smith said that he will ask the new amenity warden to conduct extra patrols particularly in areas such as Bronwens Green and the area at the view point by the War Memorial in Bwlchgwyn, where some additional signs will be erected.  Cllr Shone said that some residents of Cheshire View had expressed a willingness to give up a part of their gardens to provide off street parking, which could result in one of next years environmental improvements.  He said that he has also asked for some “no ball games” signs to be erected to prevent youths using the grass verges in Offa Street.  At the request of councillors he gave an update on the progress of the new Resources Centre in Brymbo, parts of which are now available for hire or rent.  He said leaflets have been put up in various locations, and organisations such as Yale are currently putting together funding bids for the provision of community courses.  Cllr Davies said that he had been informed by a number of agencies that space could not be hired for training courses.  Cllr Shone said that he had tried to arrange a meeting with the Community Development Worker of Clip, but the dates he has so far offered have not been convenient for her.  He said that any organisation or member of the public can contact the Centre if they wish to hire or rent space and confirmed that the Scouts have already done this.  Cllr Monti expressed disappointment at the cost of hire for 5 a-side football.  Cllr Shone informed the Council that if it hired a room the cost per meeting will be £20.00, and Cllr Monti suggested that the Council should negotiate some reduction for a block booking.  The remaining content of the reports by the County Borough Councillors is contained under the appropriate minute headings.  
4. ROADS      No further information.
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS 
The Clerk reported that a quotation had been received for the repair of the bus shelter at St Albans View/Cae Merfyn at £650.00, and that a contractor has been asked to carry out the work.  The Clerk was asked to write to WCBC once again to request the return of bus shelters removed from Coed y Felin Road and Ffynnon Nephel, and Cllr A Stapley reported that the felt needs replacing on the roof of the stone shelter in High Street. The Clerk is to obtain an estimate.
6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAY GROUNDS
Mountain View Play Area
The official opening of the re-furbished play area will take place on 27 September at 11.30.a.m. and councillors are invited to attend.  Children from St Mary’s Aided School, who were involved in the initial design and consultation procedure, will also be invited to attend.  
Bronwens Green

The Clerk reported that he had arranged a site meeting on 10 September, at which Roger Meehan and colleague (Contractors), Dave Thomas (SP Energy Network), Paul Jones (Dee Valley Water), Dylan Roberts and Peter Cook (Containercare),  the Clerk, and Cllrs K Monti, B Stapley and D Greenaway were present.  The Clerk said that bringing everybody together at the same time had enabled some decisions to be made.  The Contractor will put in the base for the sports pavilion on Monday 17 September, and the pavilion will be transported from Liverpool and put in place on site on the 24 September.  The Contractor is to arrange for other work such as electricity and water connections, and installation of the septic tank to be done.  The Clerk is to obtain a quote for the transport costs, and will check to see what additional work was covered by the Contractor’s initial estimate.  It had been agreed, proposed by Cllr A Stapley seconded by Cllr Williams, that Cllr Monti had been asked to go over to Liverpool to inspect the work being done on the construction of the sports pavilion.  The Clerk said he has received a copy of a Business Plan from the Brymbo Sports Association, and this and the Association’s request for some additional support funding for the first year of operations is to be put on the Agenda for the October meeting.  Cllr B Stapley said that the Environment Agency are of the opinion that the whole complex of Bronwens Green, including the fishing pool, would make an ideal country park which could be enhanced by access for the disabled.  He said that Brymbo Angling Club want to create fishing and parking facilities for disabled persons and the Clerk is to send a letter of support to them for this initiative.  
Car park adjacent to the School Field at Coed y Felin Road
The Clerk read out a letter the owner of Coed y Felin Farm, Mr Jones, had received from the Council’s Solicitor.  This was a part of documentation Mr Jones had sent to the Clerk which had  been retained by the Post Office as postage was underpaid.  The Clerk is to write to Mr Jones informing him of the Council’s decision decided at the July meeting.   

7. LAMPS

NWP Power Systems, the Councils contractors, have now moved to Deeside Industrial Estate.  Paul Rowlands is the new contact person as Ray Heywood has recently retired, and the contact phone number is now 01244 288288.  

8. FOOTPATHS
Cllr Tilston had sent the Clerk copies of e-mails he has sent to WCBC regarding problems concerning footpaths Nos 65 and 67.  


9. WAR MEMORIALS
Geraint Smith informed the Council that work on the repair of the wall at Bwlchgwyn War Memorial, and the construction of the kerbing to facilitate disabled access will be starting next Monday.  He said that for insurance purposes a stone mason had valued the rebuild of the monument at £13,000 and the wall at £20,000.  The Clerk is to obtain a quote from the Council’s Insurers.  Some additional “no dog fouling “ notices have been ordered for the viewpoint adjacent to the Memorial.
10. CHURCHYARDS.
The Clerk said he has written to the Assistant Head of Property for The Church in Wales regarding the situation for future burials at St Mary’s Churchyard, and the offer of an additional piece of land by a local landowner.  He had also enclosed a copy of the letter from the Vicar, which was discussed at the June meeting.  A reply has not yet been received.  Cllr A Stapley gave the Clerk a copy of an invoice for grass cutting to date at the Churchyard, which was for four cuts at a cost of £800.  It was agreed that the PCC should be asked to put in a donation request to the Council.  Cllr Stapley also gave the Clerk a copy of a financial statement for the Church in Wales for 2004.
11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following planning applications were considered –

P/2007/0143 – Karlaire Brymbo Road Bwlchgwyn – amendment to application re removal of existing dwelling & garage and construction of three houses and one bungalow.  Cllr Williams said that she has spoken to the case officer regarding the access problem, and the amendment shows that two plots are now semi-detached.  Approved.

P/2007/0862 – 8 Argoed Brymbo – two storey extension to side of dwelling  Approved..  
P/2007/0866 – Canle Ruthin Road Bwlchgwyn – erection of boundary fence fronting Ruthin Road (in retrospect)  Approved with observations.
P/2007/0886 – 5 Mount Zion Brymbo – erection of conservatory.  Approved.
P/2007/0924 – Glyn Hedd Llanarmon Road Bwlchgwyn – two storey extension & alterations to existing dwelling.  Approved.
P/2007/0927 – Threapnuke 9 Cefn Lane Bwlchgwyn – extension to dwelling.  Approved.
P/207/0930 – Land adjacent to buildings 5 & 6 Plas Power Colliery Southsea – change of use of land to builders yard/compound area and erection of ancillary storage building.

P/2007/0931 – Buildings 5& 6 Plas Power Colliery Southsea – change of use of buildings & land to office use including link building extension and associated works.

P/2007/0934 – Buildings 5& 6 Plas Power Collier Southsea – listed building consent for alterations and additions to buildings to form offices including link building extension and associated works.

P/2007/0955 – Land adjacent to Bryn Derfel St Albans Road Tanyfron – erection of one detached two storey dwelling.

P/2007/0993 – Westminster Arms Ruthin Road Bwlchgwyn – conversion of public house to dwelling.  Approved.
P/2007/0977 – 23 Argoed Brymbo – two storey extension.  Approved.
P/2007/0978 – Janlyn Llewelyn Road Tanyfron – outline application for erection of detached 3 bedroom dwelling with detached garage & access drive.  

P/2007/0996 – Bronwens Green Pool Road Brymbo – siting of junior football pitch (in retrospect)  Approved.
P/2007/1041 – 1 Furnace Road The Ffrwd – construction of replacement stables, tack-room  and tractor shed.  Approved.
P/2007/1046 – The Barn Pentre Saeson Bwlchgwyn – rendered and glazed potting shed.  Approved.
P/2007/1073 – Land off Brymbo Road Brymbo – erection of primary sub-station.  Approved with observations.
With regard to applications 0930, 0931, 0934, 0955, and 0978 (above) any decisions taken by the Vron Ward Planning sub-committee will be included in the minutes of the October meeting.

Cllr Price informed the Council that  the recent application for the Kings Head Bwlchgwyn (P/2007/0788) has been withdrawn because of access problems, and WCBC Highways are looking into whether the problem can be overcome by some traffic calming. The Clerk has received from WCBC details of dates and venues of a series of workshops on the Wrexham Local Development Plan (LDP), which will replace the UDP.  The Clerk gave copies of  reports by the Chief Planning Officer to Planning Committee, to Cllr B Stapley and Cllr Williams.  He also gave them a copy of a recent article in the Clerks and Council Direct entitled “Handling Planning Applications”  Copies of recent WCBC planning decisions had been received by the Clerk.  Denbs CC have sent a copy of a planning application variation of condition to an access road to the Mountain Bike Centre at Coed   Llandegla.

12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – September 2007                                                                                       

	1660
	SP Manweb plc – New electricity supply to Bronwens Green
	
	  1489.90

	1661
	Scottish Power – Energy (June)
	   567.69
	

	
	                            Energy (July)
	   567.69
	  1135.38

	1662
	NWP Power Systems – Maintenance (July)
	   538.70
	

	
	                                      Repairs (July)
	     55.40
	

	
	                                      Maintenance (Aug)
	   538.70
	

	
	                                      Repairs (Aug)
	   101.64
	  1234.44

	1663
	Containercare – Balance for sports pavilion for Bronwens Green
	
	23973.25

	1664
	JDH Business Services Ltd – Internal audit fee 2006/7
	
	    116.21

	1665
	A R Cardiff – Re annual contract 2007/8 Plus Net Broadband
	
	    179.88

	1666
	Mr T Crofts – Maintenance of Bwlchgwyn Memorial (July&Aug)
	
	    200.00

	1667
	A R Cardiff – Salary 
	
	    405.22

	1668
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI
	
	    124.93

	1669 
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages
	
	      15.74

	1670
	Cllr K Monti – Travel expenses to Liverpool re sports pavilion
	
	      43.24

	1671
	BT – Telephone a/c 
	
	    130.36

	1672
	Scottish Power – Energy (Aug)
	
	    567.69

	1673
	WCBC – Two tickets for Mayor’s Charity Ball
	
	      60.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	RECEIPTS
	
	

	
	WCBC – Precept 2007/8 2nd instalment
	
	17693.00


The power for the payment to Containercare Ltd is given by the Local Govt Acts 1972 and 1976, Public Health Acts 1875 and 1890, and Open Spaces Act 1906.

13. DONATIONS
The following donation request was granted after the Donations Budget had been considered by councillors – 

Brymbo WI  £100.00 proposed by Cllr Monti, seconded by Cllr A Stapley, and agreed.

Letters of thanks for donations granted by the Council have been received from All Saints Church Southsea PCC, Family Friends for 5’s to 11’s, Age Concern, and a Certificate of Thanks has been received from Wales Air Ambulance.

14. COUNCILS ANNUAL RETURN 2006/7
The Clerk reported that the internal audit has been completed, and that he has sent the Annual Return to the External Auditor.

15. NORTHERN MARCHES CYMRU

Bob Heynes, Social Business Councillor for Northern Marches Cymru (NMC), attended the meeting to inform councillors about the work that NMC is doing to help develop the economy of rural communities.  He gave councillors a comprehensive information pack, and answered questions they put to him.  He explained the concept of the social economy and gave examples of social enterprises that have benefited from NMC’s expertise.  He suggested that if councillors knew of any local organisation that can benefit from the services offered by NMC, they could contact him.  The Chairman thanked Mr Heynes for attending the meeting. 

16. CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –

WCBC – The Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places (Parliamentary Elections) Regulations 2006.  Responses are needed in time for the publication of the 2008 Electoral Register on 1 Dec 2007.  Housing Support Strategy for Older People -  A vision for the future and Action  Plan 2007/8.  Connect Summer issue.  One Voice Wales – Motions for debate at the 2007 AGM.  Model Policy on  Unacceptable Actions by Individuals.  2 copies of The Voice July issue.  Clip – Autumn 2007 Courses.  SLCC – Agenda for meeting 21 Sept.  Cardiff University – Services Questionnaire.  Welsh Assembly – Preparing Community Strategies (Consultation Draft).  Relationship building and charters for Unitary Authorities and Community and Town Councils (Consultation Document)  North Wales Fire and Rescue Authority – Draft Risk Reduction Plan 2008/9 Action Plan.  Northern Marches Cymru – 10 copies of MNC Notice Board.  Play for Wales – Summer 2007 issue.  Wales Air Ambulance – Newsletter June issue and Lifesaving Lottery details.  Wrexham Local Health Board – Annual Report 2006/7.  Tai Clwyd – Annual Report 2006/7.  The Ramblers Assoc – Walk Mag Autumn 2007.  Welsh Rambler issue No 66.  Plus Publishing Services – information re town, community etc guides and maps.  Nightingale House Hospice – Newsletter Autumn 2007.  Wrexham Maelor Lions – help to vulnerable persons scheme.  Night Out – details of scheme run by Arts Council of Wales  Macmillan Cancer Support – info re fundraising pack.

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm.  The next meeting will be in Tanyfron Community Centre on Thursday 11 October at 7.00 pm.

SIGNED.............................................................                       DATE....................................................
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