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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2008 IN THE ENTERPRISE CENTRE BRYMBO.

Present      -      Cllr M Shone (Chairman)

Brymbo Ward Councillors – N Davies, D Greenaway, K Monti, D Moran, A Stapley, B Stapley. Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – S Tilston, H Williams.  Vron Ward Councillors – A Birch, S Wynne.  Police – Pc Tim Hughes, Pcso Kate Bithell
The Clerk reported that Cllr Jones, due to illness, has not been able to attend the last six monthly meetings and wishes to resign from the Council.  The Clerk is to inform the Electoral Officer.  The minutes of the meetings held on 9 and 29 January 2008 were confirmed as a true record, and signed by the Chairman. 
1. POLICING 
Pc Hughes introduced Pcso Bithell to the Council, as she has taken up a temporary post in the absence of Pcso Hellyn.  He gave a crime report for the month of January.  Brymbo – 9 reported incidents, the most significant being assault, burglary, and theft from a vehicle.  There had been 2 reports of anti-social behaviour.  Bwlchgwyn – 3 reported incidents, involving assault, theft from vehicle, and theft of property.  There had been 1 report of anti-social behaviour.  Vron – 8 reported incidents, the most significant of which were theft from vehicles, and damage to property.  There had been 3 reports of anti-social behaviour.  Pc Hughes said that the anti-social incidents in Tanyfron involved youths who had been consuming alcohol.  Cllr Birch said that complaints had been received from residents of Park Road about youths gathering near to the shop, and some felt intimidated, not wanting to visit the shop in the evenings.  Pc Hughes said that he is trying to secure funding for a CCTV camera, but other initiatives are being tried such as a bottle marking scheme, and Pcso Bithell is working with residents and asking them to complete a crime and disorder questionnaire.  This can be brought to police surgeries and could help to identify offenders.  Cllr Birch said that it is important to address the problem now, and asked for a surgery in Tanyfron.  Cllr B Stapley said that the uptake at Brymbo surgeries has been disappointing.  The Chairman suggested that surgeries could alternate between Brymbo and Tanyfron, and this was agreed.  Pcso Bithell said that the majority of the calls received about anti-social behaviour in Tanyfron had been from a repeat caller.  Pc Hughes reported that some success has been achieved by the use of an unmarked police car, but a resident who was allowed to speak by the Chairman, said that foot patrols would be more effective.  He said that a few weeks ago three police cars had appeared in the village, but youths who had been congregating dispersed and came back when the cars had left.  Cllr Birch said that the situation is not helped by youths coming in from other areas, and asked the police to liaise with Tanyfron Youth Club.  He said he would also like officers from the WCBC Youth Service to be invited to a future Council meeting.  Cllr B Stapley said he had reported a person acting suspiciously near to the Welsh Church Yard, and is awaiting some feedback.  He asked if mounted police could be deployed in communities, and was told that they are still undertaking training.  Pcso Bithell informed the Council that she has planned an initiative for older members of the Community.  She said that Operation Cinnamon will be a light hearted afternoon of events, to which residents of Brymbo and Tanyfron will be invited, and will be introduced to local police officers and offered advice on safety precautions etc.  Partner agencies such as Avow, Trading Standards, and others will be invited to participate and there will be a buffet lunch and light hearted entertainment.  Dates are to be decided, and the Council was informed that a similar event in Gresford was attended by over 100 people.  Cllr Monti asked if something could be arranged for youngsters in the Community, and Pcso Bithell agreed that this will be done focussing on rewards for good behaviour.  He asked if the Clerk can be given dates for future events when arranged. Cllr Tilston asked if the officer for Bwlchgwyn could attend the March meeting.  The Chairman thanked the officers for attending the meeting.  
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE                  
The Chairman said he is still waiting for a report from WCBC about the letting of the property.  The matter is deferred until the March meeting.

3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Shone reported that Wrexham Community Safety Pip are consulting councils regarding the consumption of alcohol in public places, and are proposing to extend the provisions relating to alcohol free zones into communities.  He is supporting this initiative for streets in the Community villages.  He said that Wrexham has again been subjected  to a reduction in the Revenue Support Grant, but independent members were determined that the increase in Council Tax would be kept to a minimum, and this has been set at 2.94%  He said that Wrexham has suffered because of a successful house building programme.   
4. ROADS 
Cllr Wynne reported that WCBC have put a barrier at the top of the steps from College Hill to the Brymbo Link Road.  He asked the Clerk to arrange a site meeting with the Streetscene Team to inspect certain roads in Tanyfron.  Cllr Tilston also asked for a site meeting in Bwlchgwyn to look at some anticipated projects for the new financial year.  He said that the closure of a section of Ruthin Road, leading down from Coedpoeth, is having a devastating effect on the condition of minor roads that form the route for the diversion,  The Clerk is to report to WCBC pot holes in Pool Road, road markings required for bus stop lay-by’s in College Hill, and Tanyfron Road by the Community Centre, and a surface water problem at the bottom of St Albans Road.  Cllr Shone is to inform the Brymbo/Broughton Estates Office that a tree needs pruning in Edwards Avenue.
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS 
The Clerk read out a letter from WCBC informing the Council that there is no funding in the general budget for replacement of shelters in the County Borough, and a site meting to discuss the replacement of the damaged shelter removed from the Plantation would serve no purpose.  A resident of Tanyfron, allowed to speak by the Chairman, complained that buses have been stopping at an unofficial stop outside his property in Park Road, and members of the public have been dropping litter.  The Clerk is to inform WCBC.  In answer to a question from Cllr Moran the Chairman said that Arreva buses are not using Cheshire View because of a risk assessment that was carried out by them.  He said that companies running smaller buses like Johns Travel provide this service.
6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS.
Bronwens Green
The Clerk reported that he telephoned the Council’s Insurers, who have confirmed that the Council already have the required Public Liability insurance regarding the site, but confirmed that the Sports Association of Brymbo also need to take out their own insurances as they are managing the site.  The Clerk said he has spoken to the Secretary of the Sports Association, and Cllr Monti said this and the Lease drawn up by the Council’ s Solicitor will be discussed at a Sports Assoc. meeting on Thursday.  He said that football players using the new facility have expressed appreciation for the facilities provided by the Council.  Cllr Shone said he feels honoured that the Sports Association have asked him to be their Honorary President.    
Lodge Playingfield
A request is to be made for more prominent dog fouling notices.
7. LAMPS
Cllr A Stapley reported that a column near to St Mary’s Church Brymbo is in need of replacing but the lamp is now on.  The Clerk said NWP have reported  that a second hand sleeve has been fitted to the damaged column on Mountainview, at a saving to the Council of approx £300-£400.  A resident of Cheshire View has written to the Council saying she fell, and was injured, when the lamp was off.  Cllr Wynne has met NWP on site to look at providing a lamp at the steps on College Hill, and a quotation is awaited.  The Clerk said that Arreva are now sending connection notices to NWP to let them know when fault reports have been acted upon.  Cllr Tilston reported lights out in Bwlchgwyn in a number of locations, and the Clerk is to inform NWP.  
8. FOOTPATHS
Cllr B Stapley said he has reported that Path No 99 is impassable.  The Clerk read out an Email from Alison Whitley, WCBC Access and Rights of Way Ranger that says she would like to hold a meeting for the “Adopt a Path Scheme within Brymbo”  She is seeking participation in the Scheme the aim of which is to keep paths open following the extensive work done to Brymbo Community Public Footpaths.  It was agreed that there should be a meeting for each Ward, and Cllr Tilston said he is keen to participate following the good work done to Bwlchgwyn paths.  The Clerk is to inform Alison Whitley that the Council’s Footpath Reps would like to attend a meeting.
9. WAR MEMORIALS             No further information

10. CHURCHYARDS.                 No further information.

11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following planning applications were considered – 
P/2008/0033  - 8 Mount Isa Drive Brymbo – Terraced retaining wall.  Approved.
P/2008/0095 – Glyn Hedd Llanarmon Road Bwlchgwyn – Construction of new vehicular access & hardstanding.   An objection has been lodged on the grounds that there has been no improvement, regarding visibility at the access, from the previous application which was refused.  

P2008/0098 – The Swallows Brymbo Road Bwlchgwyn – Construction of single storey glazed sun lounge.  Approved.
P/2008/0120 – Land adjacent to Ty Newydd Cefn Road Bwlchgwyn – Erection of detached dwelling (amendments to planning permission previously granted under code no P/2003/0881).  This application has only just been received, and is to be considered by the Bwlchgwyn Sub-committee.

 Karen Sinclair AM has sent the Council a copy of a letter she has written to the Chief Planning Officer WCBC, which highlights the response she has received to the WCBC Housing Potential Capacity Study.  The Chairman said that the most important stage of the consultation process will be that prior to the publication of the final document.  He said that the Council have emphasised the need to use brownfield sites, and that new housing estates should be accompanied by the necessary infrastructure to promote work opportunities and leisure facilities.  Vron councillors have no objection to the street name “College Fields”for the development at Brymbo Road Tanyfron.  Cllr B Stapley said that there are two roads with the name Mountainview in Brymbo.  The Clerk has received copies of recent WCBC planning decisions.     
12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – February 2008                                                                  

	1717
	Scottish Power – Energy (Dec 07)
	
	    567.69

	1718
	NWP Power Systems  - Maintenance (Jan 08)
	
	    538.70

	1719
	BTRT – Hire of room for 29 Jan & 12 Feb
	
	      40.00

	1720
	A R Cardiff – Salary
	
	    415.25

	1721 
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI 
	
	    129.33

	1722
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages                                                                     
	
	      13.32

	
	
	
	

	
	RECEIPTS
	
	

	
	HM Revenue & Customs – Refund of VAT 2006/7
	
	  7455.50


13. DONATIONS
A letter of thanks has been received from Home Start for the donation given by the Council.  The list of donation requests to be considered at the March meeting was agreed.
14. PROPOSED BENCH SEATS FOR BWLCHGWYN

Cllr Tilston reported that he has liaised with the Bwlchgwyn Residents Association about the locations for three benches, which the Clerk has ordered through WCBC at a cost of £497.84 
plus Vat each.  WCBC will contact Cllr Tilston when they are to be delivered.  Two of the benches are to commemorate former residents of Bwlchgwyn.
15. PRECEPT 2008/9

The Clerk reported that WCBC have acknowledged the Council’s Precept request for 2008/9.

16. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk –

WCBC – Notice of the next meeting of the Town & Community Council Forum scheduled for 18 February.  WCBC – Letter thanking the Council for financial support for Lodge & Tanyfron Community Centres for 2007/8, and listing the requested contribution for Lodge, Bwlchgwyn, and Tanyfron Centres for 2008/9.  WCBC -  Copy of minutes of the meeting held on 29 January of the Steering Group for the Brymbo/Broughton Housing Renewal Area.  WCBC – Notice that the Wrexham Council Draft Tree Strategy is now in its consultation stage.  Any comments to be made by 27 February 2008.  Welsh Assembly – Information re borrowing by Community and Town Councils for 2008/9.  Invitation to participate in the 2008 Stakeholder Survey.  Wrexham & District CAB – Service Information Document & Report & Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2007.  Wrexham ITEC – Information pack.  One Voice Wales – 2 Copies of The Voice (Jan 2008 issue).  Job advertisement for a Larger Local Councils Development Officer.  Health Social Care & Well-being Partnership - Consultation Summary “Caring for our Health 2008 – 2011” Nightingale House – Nightingale Watch (Spring 2008 issue)  Play for Wales – Winter 2007 issue.  Kidney Wales Foundation – Invitation to join Walk for Life on Sunday 30 March 2008.
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.  The March meeting will be held on Tuesday 11 March at 7.00 pm in Brymbo Enterprise Centre.
                                                                                                 SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………
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