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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Alan R Cardiff Clerk & Financial Officer

23 Windermere Road Wrexham   LL12 8AG   Tel/Ffon: 01978 290930


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRYMBO COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 12 OCTOBER 2006 IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE TANYFRON
Present      -      Cllr D Griffiths (Chairman)

Brymbo Ward Councillors -  D Greenaway, G Jones, K Monti, D Moran, M Shone, A Stapley, B Stapley.  Bwlchgwyn Ward Councillors – H Williams  Vron Ward Councillors – A Birch..

            Police – Pc Steve Owen.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs N Davies, S Tilston, and P Thomas.  The Clerk informed the Council that as Cllr Crowther had not attended the last six meetings he will have to inform the Electoral Officer. He said he had informed Cllr Crowther of the situation prior to the October meeting.  The minutes of the meeting held on 12 September 2006 were confirmed as a true record, and signed by the Chairman.

1. POLICING 
The Clerk read out a written crime report that he had been sent by Pc Owen .

Brymbo – 10 reported incidents, including burglaries of sheds and garages , criminal damage to motor vehicles, and domestics.  A portable changing facility on the Mountainview field used by Brymbo/Lodge Youth FC had been vandalised, and Pc Owen said a 13 year old youth has been reprimanded.  Cllr Shone said that he has some information relevant to this incident.  Cllr Monti said repairs have now been carried out, but he was disappointed that no residents reported the incident, although they did report that there were people entering the damaged building.  Pc Owen reported that there has been some thefts of copper from the Brymbo Enterprise site but there is now a security system in operation.  A break-in had also occurred at St Mary’s Church, but prints found have not yet been matched. He said that the alterations being done to the Tabernacle Flats are causing some traffic chaos, and that the school buses are not being flexible.   He reported that complaints have been received from residents of Cheshire View/Mountainview about problems being caused by parents parking their vehicles when taking their children to football matches. He informed the Council that truancy patrols are being carried out in the village, and that he is still conducting his surgeries although attendances have fallen.  The Neighbourhood Panel is to meet next Friday.  Bwlchgwyn – 1 reported break-in to a shed, and a road traffic collision.  Checks on speeding vehicles are continuing.  Vron - 1 shed burglary, and 2 incidents of criminal damage to the Community Centre.  Pc Owen said that the damage to the Centre had been done since the Youth Club re-opened, and Cllr Birch said that the problem has been mainly with youths who have not stayed inside the premises during Club sessions, some of whom have travelled from outside the area and some have been banned from their local club.  Cllr Shone asked if it was possible if some additional police patrols can be made on Youth Club nights, and Pc Owen said he will try to arrange this.  He said he has visited Tanyfron School, and will also visit the Youth Club.  He realises that parents should be accountable and said that the police rely on residents to make statements, which they are sometimes reluctant to do.  
Cllr Jones reported that she had attended a PCCG meeting to-night and had raised certain issues.  It is appreciated that Pc Owen is a member of a police team that covers a wide area, and can be called to incidents outside the Community at any time.  Cllr Shone said that regular foot patrols do act as a deterrent, and if the villages are not going to benefit from the CSO initiative the Police Authority should be asked to increase manpower.  Pc Owen said that there have been reports of youths skateboarding by the roundabout at the entrance to the housing development at the former Steelworks Site and that the police are monitoring the situation.  The Chairman or Cllr Shone will attend a meeting on 12 Dec at which the Chief Constable of North Wales will present his detailed plan for police funding and protective services.  The Chairman thanked Pc Owen for attending the meeting and for his report.

.
2. CAMBRIAN HOUSE                    No further information.


3. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Shone has received a copy of a letter from WCBC that has also been sent to the Clerk concerning funding support requested for Brymbo Community Centre, which amounts to £10,000 for the current financial year.  The Clerk said that he has received a further letter from WCBC that has been sent to all Community Councils, and this seeks support funding for next financial year for all community centres.  The letter also contained figures for income and expenditure as at 31 August 2006, estimates for 2007/8, and funding contribution sought for each centre.  As some of the figures shown were questioned Cllr Shone said that he will ask the Community Centres Manager WCBC for a detailed financial breakdown of the figures sent with the letter.  It was agreed that because of the significant financial implications to the Council the matter should be discussed at a Special Meeting, to be arranged after Cllr Shone has been sent the requested financial information.  The Clerk is to inform WCBC that a further letter will be sent by the Council after the Special Meeting has been held.  At the request of Cllr Birch, Cllr Shone is to pursue the matter of the poor standard of housing renewal work being undertaken in Tanyfron.  The rest of Cllr Shone’s report appears under the appropriate minute heading. 
4. ROADS 
Cllr Shone reported that he has so far been unsuccessful in asking WCBC  to put a speed restriction on Blast Road, and although he has informed them of the number of accidents that have occurred he has been told that those that do not involve personal injury are not recorded.  He had hoped to have speed restriction signs and a zebra crossing funded as part of the Enterprise Project, but had been told by WCBC that the Trust would have to bear the appropriate legal costs, which are too onerous.  He is to pursue the matter further, and Cllr B Stapley said he will give him photographs of accident damage.  Cllr Shone said that on a more positive note traffic calming schemes have been agreed for the road through the Lodge and for Railway Road/Coed y Felin Road, and a new footway scheme will, on approval by the Council, be constructed on Tanyfron Road.  Cllr Shone is to arrange a meeting with residents of Cheshire View to discuss ways in which vehicle parking problems in the road can be solved.  The Clerk said he had received a reply from WCBC to his letter reporting highway problems highlighted by councillors at the September meeting  Cllr B Stapley asked the Clerk to write to WCBC to request a site meeting to look at the traffic dangers caused by vehicles parked at the top of Pen y Graig Hill.  He also reported that he has spoken to an Urban 2 officer about the funding of the gateway heritage signs that it is hoped will be erected in Brymbo.  He has been told that additional funding is being sought, and he has consulted BDL Ltd about possible locations which could include Pool Road and the Lodge  Letters are to be sent to developers to request that the section of road from the Brymbo Sports and Social Club to the Power Station  is washed and swept on a daily basis.
5. BUS SHELTERS SERVICES AND STOPS 
The Clerk read out a letter from WCBC, which informed the Council that they do not have funding to replace the vandalised shelter outside Ffynnon Nephel OAP bungalows on Ruthin Road.  Cllr Shone reported that the shelter by the Plantation Brymbo has been destroyed by a heavy vehicle, and asked the Clerk to write to WCBC to ask for a replacement.  The Chairman asked the Clerk to write to WCBC to request the installation of no parking signs by the bus shelter on Park Road to deter motorists from parking there.
6. PLAYINGFIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS            No further information..


7. LAMPS
The Clerk reported that he has received a letter from Thompsons,  a Liverpool based solicitors, who are acting on behalf of  a resident of Brymbo.  She is trying to take action against the Council for negligence, because she claims that she has sustained injuries and suffered loss and damage as a result of one of the Council’s lamps being off.  The date of the incident was  28 October 2005, and the Clerk said that NWP had made every effort to have this lamp put back on, but had found that the mains supply had been removed,  probably as a result of the Mount Hill housing development.  The Clerk said he has informed the Council’s insurers and is awaiting documentary evidence from NWP.  A mains supply problem resulted in lamps being off in Bryn Gwenfro for two weeks, but they are now on.  Cllr A Stapley reported that the new lamp in Ael y Bryn is now in operation, but asked for NWP to adjust the time clock on the lamps lighting the kick-about area at Blast Road, as they are on until midnight.  
8. FOOTPATHS
Cllr Monti reported that residents of Brymbo, Carolyn Griffiths and Colin Davies, and himself, have had a meeting with John Marchant, the WCBC Rights of Way Officer, to discuss the Community Paths Project.  Carolyn Griffiths, who will be taking a Walk Leaders course has done a great job in walking every Brymbo Ward path and producing a detailed survey report.  Cllr Griffiths said he has walked and surveyed 16 Vron Ward paths, and has also compiled a detailed survey for WCBC.  Cllr Tilston has already done this for the Bwlchgwyn Ward, and WCBC are very pleased with the progress made and can now include all Brymbo Community paths in the Project.  Cllr Griffiths said that WCBC will be erecting styles themselves in the current financial year, after which they will be given to landowners to erect. 
9. WAR MEMORIALS
The Clerk informed the Council that he will collect the wreaths for the Remembrance Day Services from the RBL on 31 October and hand them to councillors at the November meeting.
10. CHURCHYARDS.
The Clerk reported that he and Cllr A Stapley had met Rev Carter, Bernard Davies the Church Warden, and Mr Derek Lloyd of Red House Farm on the 18 October.  After a full discussion Mr Lloyd said he would be prepared to release a field adjoining St Mary’s Churchyard for future burial facilities provided positive steps were made to bring the condition of the existing burial ground up to an acceptable standard, and to maintain it in good condition in the future.  The PCC have little money to do this and the Council have been asked if it can provide the funding.  The Clerk said that he has already received a quotation from Groundwork Services for maintenance work, and further quotations are to be sought.  
11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following applications were considered and approved – 
P/2006/1065 – Plas Brymbo Brymbo Old Road  Brymbo – Residential development (197dwellings) and associated works.
P/2006/1068 – Land off Brymbo Road Tanyfron – Erection of 51 dwellings, construction of new access road, public open space, and all associated works. 

P/2006/1099 – Talgarreg Fronheulog Hill Bwlchgwyn – Conversion of garage/workshop to single dwelling (amendments to planning application previously granted under P/2005/0888). 
P/2006/1104 – Land at Bryn Nebo Wesley Grange Bwlchgwyn – Outline application for erection of dwelling and construction of new vehicular and pedestrian access.
P/2006/1110 – Former Brymbo Steelworks Wilkinson Place Brymbo – Erection of 16 conservatories (plot no’s 1-5 8-10 23-30 inclusive)

P/2006/1131 – 30 Cefn Road Bwlchgwyn – Extensions and alterations to dwelling.

P/2006/1179 – Clawdd Offa Brymbo Road Brymbo – Erection of plastic polytunnels (in retrospect)
An objection has been registered against P/220/1180 – Land at Queens Road Brymbo for the erection of 5 dwellings and construction of new vehicular and pedestrian access.  This is on the grounds that no environmental impact study has been made available for consideration., and unsuitable access.  The Planning Dept are now prepared to send a copy of the impact study.
WCBC  have sent Wrexham Landmap documentation, which is proposed to be adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance.  WCBC have informed the Council that appeals have been made against their decision not to give planning permission with regard to applications P/2006/654 and P/2006/467.  With regard to the latter, Cadw are again to be asked to inspect the site to establish whether there has been an encroachment on to Offas Dyke.  Copies of recent WCBC planning decisions have been received by the Clerk.  Cllr Shone informed the Council that outline planning permission has been granted for the lagoon area at the former Brymbo Steelworks site, although the  detailed plans have not yet been submitted.  The Chairman said that if this area is developed he is unhappy about the reduction in the green barrier for the village of Tanyfron.
12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – October 2006 
	1558
	Scottish Power – Energy (Sept)
	
	   566.54

	1559
	NWP Electrical Ltd – Maintenance (Sept)
	 538.70
	

	
	                                - New column Ael y Bryn
	 900.05
	

	
	                                - Repairs to lamp on Four Winds path
	 195.05
	 1633.80

	1560
	Mr T Crofts – Maintenance of War Memorial Bwlchgwyn (Sept)
	
	   100.00

	1561
	Encore Office Systems – Maint. of photocopier (Aug/Oct)
	
	     35.25

	1562
	Wxm & District CAB – Outreach Service 2006/7
	
	 2931.13

	1563
	A R Cardiff – Salary 
	
	   405.22

	1564
	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI
	
	   126.72

	1565
	A R Cardiff – Refund of postages
	
	     20.50

	1566
	Brymbo W I – Donation
	
	   100.00

	1567
	St Mary’s Church Brymbo PCC – Donation
	
	   650.00

	1568
	All Saints Church Southsea PCC – Donation
	
	   130.00

	1569
	WCBC – 2 tickets for Mayor’s Charity Ball
	
	     65.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	RECEIPTS
	
	

	
	HM Customs & Excise – Refund of VAT 2005/6
	
	 2875.72


The power for the Council to support the Citizens Advice Bureau is provided by the Local Govt Act 1972 s142
13. RURAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2007/2013

Cllr B Stapley gave a report on the meeting he and Cllr Tilston attended on 5 October.  He said that £1.3 billion funding is available, but apart from bids from Wales they will also be received from England and Scotland.  He said that it is important that young people become involved in the initiative.  Cllr B Stapley is to be nominated as the Council’s representative for membership of the Northern Marches Cymru Partnership Board.  There will be 5 reps for the 29 Community Councils in the area.
14. REVIEW OF COMMUNITY BOUNDARIES

The Clerk is to write to the Local Boundary Commission for Wales.  This is to confirm that because of their geographical position the Council still suggests that the Broughton side of Broughton Road, Kent Road, Cefn Road in the Lodge, Green Road, Queens Road, Holland Road, and Halcoc, be brought within the area of Brymbo Community.

15. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The following correspondence has been received by the Clerk –

      WCBC – Invitation for 2 reps. to attend the first Community Council Forum on 24 October.  Cllr B Stapley & Cllr Moran will represent the Council.  Wxm & District CAB – Invite to AGM 19 October.  Warm Wales – Marketing information pack. Next location for work is Brymbo/Bryn  Cefn.  One Voice – 2 copies of Newsletter No 4.  SLCC – Survey on delegation of functions between unitary authorities & community councils.  Martyn Jones MP/Karen Sinclair AM – Poster of surgery dates.  North Wales Playing Fields Association – AGM 15 November.  Ramblers Assoc. – Walks in Wales (Summer to Winter programme).  Wrexham Local Health Board – Annual report 2005/6.  National Assembly – Local Government Partnership Scheme Report 2005/6.  WCBC – Road safety booklets re New Law (car seats)  Health Challenge Wales – 6 copies of Issue 3 (Summer 06)  National Assembly – Consultation Draft Guidance on the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005. Responses by 29 December 2006.  
      The meeting closed at 10.15 pm
      The next meeting is on Thursday 9 November at 7.00.pm. in Tanyfron Community Centre.

                                                                                                             SIGNED.......................................................

DATE………………………………………
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